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‘number when you fil out our miah-order 
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ВАЗ CAPTAIN AMERICA BOOK & 
RECORD 
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size MONSTER TIMES" 
Star Trek postors are saul-stirring items that 
mo Star Trek lover will want to be without 
Handsome. life-size [over six foot] photo 
portraits of CAPTAIN KIRK [Wiliam Shatner] 
and MR. SPOCK [Leonard Nimoy), the 
startling posters. will transform апу dull, 
ordinary wall or door into an Instant Star 
Trek дайегу. Get "em while they last! Only 
52.00 plus 60c,for postage and handling 
each, or get both for only $4.50 [postage 
inclüded|, a saving of 70 cents ја 
considerable one in these penny-pinched 
times). 
J Make chock or FINAL FRONTIER 1 

money order 11 West 17th Street 

payable to: New York City, N.Y. 10011 


в about time someone had the gumption to È 
roduce handsome, six-foot, life-size post- V 
оз of CAPTAIN KIRK and MR. SPOCK. 
Please beam to me the following posters: 


CAPTAIN KIRK 
32.00 + 60c postage and handling 


116 wn sock 

МОЕ onan nt ating 
wa sons 

Y о MANSIS. 


э saving of 70c!) 


Name. 


В Addross. 
yc cm 
p Slate 


zip. 


V [Sorry, but no foreign or Canadian orders tor Ñ 
these items can be accepted. 1 


GHASTLY GIGGLES M - APES GO 


The very next issue of THE 
MONSTER TIMES wil! be a lovingly- 
prepared, All-Stalking, All-Biting, All- 
Cape-Flourishing, All-Dracula issue, 
That's right—Drac's back and TMT's 
got'im, of will nave him, at any rate, 
just as soon as that super-special 
issue is packed off to the printers. 

And for that issue we've got a lineup 
ol Dracularian features sure to inspire 
gasps of wonder on the parts of one 
and all alike. Scare scholar Jason 
‘Thomas will contribute an exhaustive 
survey of Dracula films entitled THE 
MANY DEATHS OF DRACULA, and 
Tom Rogers will akea fond look at the. 
NBC-TV production of DRACULA 


ue" Babes 
BANANAS... Those adorable apes abound “(поне ine wad. 
wiih ie promier взше of а ний new book, БИ yout Get “ike 
Тоша with actual atila Wem The Apo SGA dauns, jn, the 
Serlesaccompanieabysome ot thelunniset Sopy ND Oniy fc 
аре dialogue you" over near! 78е plus 25e. piut 2e pAn. 


with Jack Palance playing a sympa- 
thétic Vampire King. Far-flung TMT 
correspondent Kurt Brokaw. gives us 
the lowdown, in words and original 
first-hand photos, of his recent 
TRANSYLVANIA TOUR, where he 
visited the home turf of the legendary 
Transylvanian tyrant, Vlad Dracula 
Speaking of Vlad Dracula (a.k.a. Vlad. 
the Impaler), cantankerous TMT 
contributor Mean Dean Latimer offers 
а bloodthirsty biography of that 
perverse prince, Well also! have 
exclusive interviews with the likes of 
LEONARD WOLF, author oí The 
Annotated Dracula, CHRISTOPHER 
(Dracula) LEE and PETER (Van 
Helsing) CUSHING, 

In addition to the above, we'll have 
news and reviews of Dracula films, 
books, comics, and even record 
albums, not fo mention the usual 
Guola of sinister surprises about 
which we can say по more here, In 
short, our upcoming All-Dracula issue 
will make for a welcome addition to 
your Dracula library (you до have а 
Dracula library. don't you?) and will be 
оп sale а! local newstands soon at the 
usual outrageously low price. Any 
monster fan worthy of the name will 
count the days (and nights) tll he (or 
she) can sink his (or her) fangs (or 
incisors) into this Drac-packed edition 
of THE MONSTER TIMES. i 


' | TMT TALKS WITH 
Km | LONG JOHN 
MUTI Aven ; | CARRADINE! Р27 
m [7] Е 


THE WORST / 
FRIGHT FILM / | 
EVER 
MADE? / 


STAR TREKS 
"BIG" BILL 
SHATNER! P25 
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The Monster Times 


Above, a properly deranged Bigfoot from the 
ill-fated fright film SHRIEK OF THE 
MUTILATED bids you enter another weirdly 
winning issue of THE MONSTER TIMES. A 
monstrous mixed-bag affair, this edition of 
TMT features, among other eerie items, a 
BARBARELLA filmbook, a hard look at the new 
ATLAS comics line, a treatise on TERROR 
FILM THEME TAPING (Creaturdom’s latest 
home hobby craze), a devastating dissertation 
on the GREAT KING KONG SOUNDTRACK 
DISASTER, a profile of BUG!—Bill Castle's 
newest horror outing—and an interview with 
BUG!’s eminent author, Thomas Page. And 
speaking of Bigfeet, as we were but а few lines 
back, TMT welcomes to its pages NATIONAL 
LAMPOON scribe "Big Ted" Man, who chroni- 
cles a dedicated adventurer's quest for the elu- 
sive SASQUATCH, Bigfoot's Canadian Cousin. 


And don’t forget to check out our exclusive in- 
terview with venerable fright film perennial, 
LONG JOHN CARRADINE, plus the premiere of 
a brand-new TMT fan feature—the TMT FAN 
ART EXHIBIT (see page 15 to find out how you 
can participate in this intriguing artistic ven- 
ture). 

We'd also like to thank the publishers of 
SHARK! magazine for permission to reprint 
three thrill-packed pages from the debut issue 
of that publication. Incidentally, anyone wish- 
ing to lay paws on a copy of that sharking mag- 
azine should send a dollar to cover cost and 
handling to The Monster Times, Box 595, Old 
Chelsea Station, New York, N.Y. 10011. 

Rather than delay your entry into this issue 
with further gusts of hot editorial air, we 
suggest you take Bigfoot's advice and step 
inside, posthaste. п 
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VOLUME 1 
NUMNER 45 


W. see by the date on the creature calendar 
hanging on the dungeon wall right above the old 
TMT Editorial Desk that it's that time again, time 
for yet another awesome issue of every righteous 
fiend’s favorite publication, THE MONSTER 
TIMES. Before we get into the subject at paw, i.e., 
the colorful contents of this typically better-than- 
ever edition of TMT, we have a small clawful of 
alternately glad, bad, sad and mad tidings we'd like 
to deliver first. 

Getting the good news out of the way, we'd like 
to heap some unsolicited praise upon a pair of new 
film books that recently found their way to the old 
TMT Editorial Desk: THE DRACULA BOOK by 
Donald F. Glut (The Scarecrow Press) and KINGS 
OF THE Bs (Dutton), edited by Todd McCarthy 
and Charles Flynn. In the former, scare scholar 
Don Glut bares all (and we do mean ALL) about 
both Bram Stoker's legendary Count and his per- 
verse predecessor, Vlad the Impaler, the blood- 
thirsty 15th century Transylvanian prince. The 
volume is crammed with eerie info on all their 
appearances in films, books, plays, comics and 
wherever else vampires and tyrants rush in where 
wise mortals fear to tread. KINGS OF THE BS is 
an arresting anthology of essays and interviews 
covering the grainy provinces of В" films. Included 
in the book are interviews with William Castle and 
Herschell Gordon Lewis, the blood'n'gore mogul 
earlier interviewed in issue #41 of this publication. 

Underground comic fans should be alerted to the 
presence of a new magazine, ARCADE, devoted to 
original strips, stories and non-fiction by the likes 
of artists R. Crumb, Art Spiegelman, Bill Griffith, 
Kim Deitch, Gilbert Shelton, Justin Green and 
writers Charles Bukowski, Paul Krassner and 
William Burroughs, to cite but a few. Under the 
able editorship of Art Spiegelman and Bill Griffith, 
ARCADE, published by the Print Mint, is 
currently three issues old and certainly comes 
under the heading of good tidings. 

The sad news involves the recent deaths of TV 
sci-fi pioneer Rod Serling and cartoonist Vaughn 
Bode. Serling, 50, will forever be remembered as 
the host of and moving force behind THE TWI- 
LIGHT ZONE, though Rod accomplished a good 
deal more than that, having written many scripts 
for that show and his later NIGHT GALLERY, 
several screenplays (including THE PLANET OF 
THE APES), and plays like REQUIEM FOR A 
HEAVYWEIGHT. Vaughn, 33, was the creator 
of CHEECH WIZARD, a popular Pogoesque 
cartoon strip that regularly appeared in THE 
NATIONAL LAMPOON. He too will be missed. 

We see by the clock ticking above the creature 
calendar hanging on the dungeon wall right above 
the old TMT Editorial Desk that we won't have 
time to discuss the colorful contents of this better- 
than-ever issue after all. Suffice it to say that this 
edition of TMT is a monstrous mixed-bag affair full 
of fascinating facts and commentaries; those who 
require further info need only consult the Table of 
Contents listed on this very same page. And 
remember: If you don't find what you're looking for 
here, chances are we probably don't have it. t 
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The World's First Newspaper of H 
Sci-Fi and Fantasy 


BARBARELLA 
‘Scare scholar Jason Thomas extends the royal TMT filmbook 
to Roger Vadim's BARBARELLA, the film Jane Fonda loves to hate 


RUNNING DOWN THAT ATLAS LINE: 
Comics critic Howard Phillips reviews a sinister slew of new Atlas comics 
and finds a sad surfeit of not-so-super heroes and highly forgettable fiends. 


SHARKING TRUTHS!: 
You don't think a creature craze of the proportions of “JAWSmania” could sweeft — 
without THE MONSTER TIMES getting into the act, do you? Of course not. 


LATE FILM ROUND-UP RISES AGAIN!: 
Your exacting team of TMT fright film revigwers apply their critical powers to the latest 
crop of horror, sci-fi and fantasy flicks with a creature candor awesome to behold 


TMT FAN ART EXHIBIT! : 
Our sprawling Art Department staffers demanded we devote a page to the best artwork ~ 
sent in by TMT readers. The result: A monstrous mini-gallery of fright fan ari. 


IN SEARCH OF THE SASQUATCH!: 
TMT Canadian correspondent Ted "Big" Mann chronicles George ‘The Snake’ Frasers — * 
quest for the legendary Sasquatch, elusive cousin of the Abominable Snowman. 


FESTIVAL OF ROACHES: 
Ron Haydock reviews William Castle's roach-ridden schocker, BUG!, and Vince Bossone М 
talks with Thomas Page, author of the screenplay and novel on which it.was based 


INVASION OF THE BLOOD FARMER: we 
Writer Joel Vance describes, with chilling force and grim authenticity, his misadventures 
with the makers of INVASION OF THE BLOOD FARMERS, possibly the worst fright film ever made, 


TMT TELETYPE TICKS ANEW! : 
With hot-off-the-weird-wire info about new films, books, comics, conventions and 
STAR TREK news brought to you by Bill Feret and his ever-reliable Teletype crew 


LONG JOHN JAWS WITH TMT!: 
Being a candid conversation with versatile character actor and frequent fright film star 
John Carradine, conducted on the set of his latest film, DEATH CORPS. 


R-TAPINGH = = 
Don Fellman, of the TMT Horror Home Hobby Dept., turns us on to a novel new pastime- 
fright film theme-taping. Remember, you heard it first in THE MONSTER TIMES. 


THE GREAT KING KONG SOUNDTRACK DISASTER 
Monster music maven Allan Asherman thoughtfully reviews and lovingly reviles conductor 
LeRoy Holmes’ shocking desecration of Max Steiner's memorabie KING KONG score 


TELLIT TO 
THE EDITOR 


Female Fan Favors TMT 


To the Editor. 
1 think TMT is the best magazine in the 
world. 1 make it a habit to buy ТМТ. | just 
have one question. In all the time | have been 
getting ТМТ, | have yet to see a girl's name in 
it -I mean in the Fan-Fair and To the Editor. 
‘Am | the only girl who buys TMT? Most girls | 
know don’t like monsters like | do. 
Kitty Tolhurst 
Bloomfield, N.J. 
While we do seem to have more male than 
female readers, you are by no means the only 
girl who likes TMT. We welcome letters from 
readers of any sex—male, female, or other. 
We harbor few, if any, male chauvinist 
monsters here. 
Creature Convert 


To the Editor. 

| have never before endeavored to write to a 
publication: however, the last two issues of 
THE MONSTER TIMES have converted me to 
а permanent reader of TMT. Your most recent 
issue. no. 43, finally hooked me. | haven't 
seen THE EXORCIST, but nevertheless | 
greatly enjoyed the interview with Peckinpah, 
Von Sydow, Jesse Lasky Jr., Ayers. and the 
others. I've always enjoyed interviews that 
are conducted with a sense of humor yet 
don't descend to the inane or ridiculous. 
Frumkes and Killian's article fits this descrip- 
ion quite adequately. The critique on THE 
EXORCIST by David Bartholomew gave me à 


LI 


good idea of what | missed. However, | take 
offense at the remark made by Bartholomew 
that THE EXORCIST "misses the chance to 
be pretentious in the clumsy manner of genre 
films from PLANET OF THE APES to THE 
OMEGA MAN to NIGHT OF THE LIVING 
DEAD.” in my personal орноп, this 
Statement was both uncalled-for and untrue. 
consider PLANET OF THE APES to be one 
of the finest sci-fi films ever made, right up 
there with THE ANDROMEDA STRAIN. It did 
not try to mask its pretensions, but rather 
used them as an instrument of satire. THE 
OMEGA MAN was an entertaining, if not 
exceptional, view of the future. | am. 
however, unable to confirm or dispute Bar- 
tholomew's opinion to my own satisfaction 
since | have not seen NIGHT OF THE LIVING 
DEAD. 

Being neither an H.P. Lovecraft reader nor 
а horror film super-buff, | cannot justly 
‘comment on the comparison between 
Lovecrafts works and the film adaptions. 
Nevertheless, | agree that DIE, MONSTER, 
DIE was a sloppy, cheap attempt at true sci-fi 
suspense. | also saw the NIGHT GALLERY 
TV adaptation of one of Lovecraft's works, 
Professor Peabody's Lost Lecture, and 
concur with Rogers’ opinion that it маз а 
good, if comical, rendition of horror. But 
Since | mentioned NIGHT GALLERY, | think | 
should bring to the attention of anyone who 
does not already know it that one of the 
greatest scifi fantasy/horror scripters of 
television and movies has passed away. Rod 
Serling, who was well-known for THE 
TWILIGHT ZONE, NIGHT GALLERY, and 
PLANET OF THE APES. died recently. | am 
Sure he will be missed by all MONSTER 
TIMES readers. 

But now for the main reason | decided to. 
become a TMT freak. It consists of two 
simple words: STAR TREK. Never before had 
1 found a magazine which catered to the 
int rente of meth the cei fiimeneters and 
STAR TREK fan. not to mention PLANET OF 
THE APES. іп the last ish you gave us the 
earthshaking news that STAR TREK's com- 
ing back in movie format. This issue we find 
Captain Kirk, Exorcist. Now | ask you, what 
other sci-fi/horror mag could possibly in- 
clude STAR TREK in an All-Exorcism issue? 
Gentlemen, I thank you. 


Ken Ray 
Rockville, Md. 


In reply to your last query, probably none. As 
for Rod Serling, there's no doubt in our 
minds that he will be missed by fantasy lans. 
the world over. 


A Prince ОГА Fan 


To the Editor. 
Prince asked me to pen this letter for him (| 
feel sure you will understand that even 


royalty finds it hard to write after being a frog 
for nine hundred years) and express how 
much he enjoys your newspaper. Small 
though it may be. you somehow manage to 
Stuff more into thirty-odd pages than many of 
your competilors much larger magazines 
(but he мин (uigive them they all have their 
‘good points). But what Prince loves most are 
your "Monster Scene" and "Monster Times 
Teletype” features, and. your centerfold 
posters (the fold-out in issue 43 strangely 
resembled his third cousin Floyd, who met 
up with the same medieval sorceress ас 
Prince). Verily, he is still discovering items 
he had missed every time he rereads a back 
issue. So keep at it, good sirs—you are 
making a small but bigheared frog very 
happy. 
Geoffrey Smythe 
and Prince. 
Columbia, S.C. 


Thanks for the warm words, Geoff, and ditto 
Prince for his kindly croaks. 


Kindly Kudos For Devil Ish 


To the Editor, 
is the first time I've written to TMT and 
glad | did! 
First off, TMT #43 was the best and most 
complete issue ever! (It was even better than 
TMT #30!) It is about time you did a demon. 
ish, and now was just the right time! The 
cover (and poster) were (are) terrific! 
(Congrats to Linda Marshall.) You had 
everything to do with demons—THE 
EXORCIST, demon comics, Satans, witch- 
craft, Capt. Kirk, the Exorcism КИ... don't 
know whatever possessed you to do it! 
(Note: 1 especially liked TMT Teletype this 
ish. And [I think] you have the most complete 
selection of horrific things!" | also liked the 
ROSEMARYS BABY review. Remember— 
Till the fly's wife puts Raid in his dinner, 
Make Mine Monster! Sorry, but | have to 
return to my cage to feed the vultures ar 
scrub the dungeon. Keep up the "gho 
Work. 


Tom Gates 
Red Oak, lowa 


W's letters like yours, Tom, that bring faint 
but palpable flutters of joy to our otherwise 
rock-hard hearts. 


Got a gripe? Somethin’ you want to get off your 
hairy Chest? Or, 3 mite пош of 
prati for your inenaly Пепа а TMT? Thon 
Send inem straight to ue. Remember: It takes 
ail Kinds са and so do we. Address all 
Tomespondsices to". To те Editor, THE 
MONSTER. TIMES, Box 595, Old Chelsea 
Station. New York, New York 16017. 


The Monster Times 


This artist's conception of Jane Fonda and 


nds adorned the cover of the BARBARELLA soundtrack 


album. The film, based on Jean-Claude Forest's French comic book of the same name, is not one of Jane's 


Though Jane Fonda has since 
renounced the film as an outrage- 
ous sexist fantasy, we see BAR- 
BARELLA as an actionful, enter- 
taining 5! satire that doesn’t 
take itself too seriously. And while 
the film—adapted by director 
Roger Vadim (Ms. Fonda’s hus- 
band at the time) from Jean Claude 
Forest's comic book of the same 


name—does take а  decidedly 
sexist view of its innocent but 
oddly efficient he e, it's still 


superior to the majority of space 
operás in most cinematic depart- 
ments. So, with.all due respect to 
Jane, we gave scare scholar Jason 
Thomas the go-ahead to extend the 
royal TMT filmbook treatment to 
that_ sexy space siren, 


(BARBARELLA! 


Tm Е 
TE BY JASON 
THOMAS 


1. was the 41st century, and things were 
looking pretty good for mankind until a 
scientist named Durand.Durand disap- 
peared. This occurrence made the 
President of United Earth contaet 
Barbarella, our Swinging Siren of Space. 
In this era, the universe was relatively 
peaceful. Humans everywhere were 
intensely concerned with the free pursuit 
of pleasure, and this kept them out of 
trouble. Like most worlds, Earth had no 


armed forces. That was why Barbarella, 
an astronaut, was dispatched to find the 
missing scientist. "After all" commented 
the President, "there's only my band, and 
Ican't be expected to send them." 

While our heroine was amusing herself 
in the zero gravity chamber of her 
orbiting spaceship, the President contact- 
ed her. He told the gorgeous woman that. 
Durand-Durand was important to the 
security of the universe because he knew 
the secret of the Positronie Ray—the 
ultimate weapon. Soon afterward, Bar- 
barella was winging her way to the planet 
Lythion. The trip was extremely serene, 
and the space lady slept through the 
whole thing. The ship's talking computer 
awoke her when the spacecraft neared the 
planet, and that’s when the action began. 

‘As soon as the rocket entered the 
atmosphere of Lythion, it was buffeted by 
a magnetic spade storm. Eerie, magnifi- 
cently colored lights swirled around the 
craft, sending it into a power-dive toward 
the planets surface. Barbarella was 
helpless, and the ship crashed into an ice 
floe. 

Eventually, Barbarella recovered; her 
rocket, however, was wrecked. Leaving 
the safety of the vehicle, she was soon 


confronted by a couple of innocent-looking. 


twin girls. The youngsters mounted a 
futuristie sleigh and took the Earthling to 
a secluded building located some distance 
away from the crash site. Other children 
were there, and as soon as Barbarella 
entered the structure she was tied up by 
the little monsters. At first, she played 
along with them. Then they brought out 
their robot dolls—the ones with the razor 
sharp teeth. 

Barbarella got quite upset when the 
twins manipulated the controls, causing 
the metal "toys" to begin biting her to 
death. She kicked at the things as much as 
she could, but her efforts were futile. In 
less than a minute, her clothes were in 


favorites, but remains nonetheless a superior s 
of its screenwriters. 


Barbarella 


shreds. Just before she fainted from the 
pain and loss of blood, she saw the happily 
grinning faces of her tormentors. 

In the nick of time, a bearded hunter 
named Mark Hand rescued the Earthling 
by dropping a net over the nasty children. 
She was very grateful, and repaid him in 
her own humble way. Later on, he 
informed her that Durand-Durand was 
being held in Sogo, the wickedest city on 
the planet. The woman understood him 
because of the Tongue Box—an automatic 


Dildano 


satire that boasted talented sexist Terry Southern as one 


translating device—that she wore on her 
left wrist. After they repaired Barbarel- 
la's rocket, she changed her torn outfit 
and bid goodbye to her rescuer. She then 
blasted off for the Sodom/Gomorrah of 
Lythion. 

Not far from the metropolis, the 
spaceship was attacked by an enemy 
patrol ship, resulting in another crash- 
landing, but our heroine again emerged 
unhurt. Looking around at the eerie 
landseape, Barbarella realized that she 


ae 


id Hemmings), leader of Sogo’s revolutionary underground, harbors fugitive Barbarella as he 
plots the violent overthrow of the Black Queen's evil regime. 
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was ina very strange place. This outdoor 
maze was known as the Labyrinth, and all 
who lived here were doomed to slow 
absorption into the terrain. The residents 
had been exiled to this dread locale 
because of various offenses to the 
decadent Queen of Sogo. There were 
many tortured souls here, and not one of 
them looked completely human. Indeed, 
many of them were quite hideous. Some 
were already part of the Labyrinth walls, 
while others were still able to walk 
around. It was truly an awful place. 

Not long after her arrival, Barbarella 
was befriended by Professor Ping, who 
offered to repair her battered ship. The 
peculiar, orchid-chewing scientist told the 
Earthling many things about Lythion— 
particularly Sogo—as he set about his 
work. Barbarella was amazed at his 
incredible tales, especially when he 
pointed to a beautiful enclosed structure 
in the distance and stated, "There is the 
City of Sogo. Within those walls, a new sin 
invented every hour." 

As Ping spoke, a magnificent winged 
being approached the pair. "This is 
Pygar," the old professor announced. "The 
Black Queen of Sogo blinded him, and 
since then he hasn't been able to fly. He is 
the last of the ornithanthropes—an angel, 
in other words. 

While Barbarella and Pygar were 
conversing, a Black Guard appeared, 
intent upon capturing the Earth woman. 
Desperately, she tried to employ her hand 
raygun to eliminate the threat. The 
interloper was faster, though, and used its 
whip to disarm her. Weaponless, 
Barbarella cried out for Pygar to help her. 
Verbally, she directed the winged being 
over to the fallen raygun and told him 
where to aim it. On her command, he 
squeezed the trigger and disposed of the 
creature, who flew apart as the destruc- 
tive beam hit it. Barbarella was astounded 
to learn that these agents of the Black 
Queen were nothing more than man-sized 
leather shells—there was nothing inside 
them. They were held together and 
animated by magnetic force. Earth had 
nothing like this! 


AIRBORNE ANGEL 


After Barbarella repaid Pygar for 
saving her, his will to fly returned immedi- 
ately. This gave the female an idea, and 
before long Pygar was soaring our heroine 
to Sogo. As they passed between the 
peaks of a mountain range, several patrol 


ships attacked the airborne pair. 


Fortunately, Barbarella was armed with a 
ча 4 


powerful ray rifle, which she used wit! 


great skill. Following the woman's frantic $} 


instructions, the “angel” dived, dodged, 
ducked and darted to keep from being hit 
by the enemy’s death-beams. The hair- 
raising battle that ensued amidst the 
towering mountains lasted only a few 
moments, ending with the complete de- 
struction of the aggressors. 

No further obstacles materialized to 
prevent Pygar and his passenger from 
gaining entry into the city. No one saw 
them land, but as they progressed, more 
and more residents became aware of 
them. Barbarella paid little attention to 
the odd, somewhat crooked architecture, 
but she watched the ominous-looking 
people carefully. Likewise, the evil 
occupants eyed the Earthling and her 
conspicuous companion with considerable» 
serutiny. 

A short time after their arrival, the 
couple came to a door marked “The 


Elaborate set designs and A-1 special effects contributed m 


embellished the cartoon-like fantasy. 


sci-fi success. Colorful characters like the orchid-chewing Professor Ping likewise 


Blind ornithanthrope Pygar lends helping wing to naive but oddly efficient 
heroine in a panel from the original comic by Jean-Claude Forest, who also 

worked on the screenplay. The comic was a widely circulated sensation їп 
the France of the "605 and made several appearances in this country's no 


defunct lit magazine, “THE EVERGREEN REVIEW.” 


herself losing consciousness, a trap door 
opened up beneath her prostrate form. 
She fell through this opening and slid 
down a long chute-until she hit the floor 
heavily. The door had closed behind her as 


soon as she had passed through it, thwart- 


пр the fierce little killer birds. 


1j 


Ultimate Solution." 
through the transparent floor they saw a 
multi-colored liquid moving as if it had a 
will of its own. This was Mathmos, an 
immense living organism of destruetive 
power; Sogo had been construeted upon 
its ^ vast "lake." Like a parasite, the 
formless entity fed upon the evil deeds of 
the city's inhabitants. In return, Mathmos 
protected the metropolis. This was why 
anyone who was not completely decadent 
was cast into the Labyrinth. 

As Barbarella and the "angel" continued 
on their way, they were unaware that 
they were being followed. A pair of vi- 
ciouslooking men crept toward the 
incognizant woman, intent upon creating a 
new sin, When they had almost reached 
her, they were both stabbed from behind 
by what appeared to be.a one-eyed wench. 
Barbarella's rescuer wanted the Earthling 
for her own insidious purpose. Since our 
heroine had more important things to do 
at the moment, though, she thanked the 
disappointed stranger and left. 

Soon afterward, Pygar was captured by 
a group of loca he blind being was 
being tortured and tormented by the 
villains, and when Barbarella tried to stop 
them she too was seized. At that moment, 
the Black Queen and her fat adviser 
happened to come along. The evil beauty 
instantly took a liking to the winged man 
and put a stop to the fun and games. To 
her royal regret, something she said made 
the Earthling recognize the ruler as 
having been the “one-eyed wench. 
Enraged by this, the Queen ordered Bar- 
barella's immediate execution. Acting 
quickly, our heroine grabbed the evil 
female and threatened to shoot her. 
Unfortunately, she was quickly disarmed 
by the adviser and some leather-men. 


DOME, SWEET DOME 
Struggling uselessly, the condemned 
female was dragged over to a transparent 
dome. As soon as she was inside, a swarm 
of little birds attacked her. They began 
pecking her to death, and there was little 
that their vietim eould do to save herself. 
In mere moments, her clothing was 
reduced to ribbons, and a multitude of 
cuts marred her shapely body. She did her 
best to shield her face, but there were so 
many birds that it was almost impossible 
to fend them all off. The perverted onlook- 
ers shrieked with delight as it became 
apparent that Barbarella would soon pass 

out from the pain and loss of blood. 
Just as the heroic Earthwoman felt 


Barbarella was in sad shape, but at least 
she was alive and reasonably well. The 
Earthwoman looked around the room that 
she had been dragged into and saw that 
she had company. A handsome young man 
was standing in a corner, waiting for her 
to regain her senses. When she asked who 
he was, he introduced himself as Dildano, 
leader of the Underground. He asked for 
the female's aid against the Black Queen, 
and she consented. He then laid out a plan 
of attack. 

Dildano informed Barbarella that the 
Queen slept in what was known as the 
Chamber of Dreams, In this large room, 
her dreams were really pleasant hallucina- 
tions that were taken from her subcon- 
scious and intensified both mentally and 
physically. She was able to conjure up 
anything she wished, and everything that — 
happened seemed real to her. Consequent- 
ly, she was most vulnerable whenever stie- 
was in the Chamber. Barbarella’s.job was 
to somehow gain entry into the room and 
change the machine's delicate settings so 
that they would conjure up mind-shatter- 
ing nightmares. Thus, with, the wicked 


Dildano's 


tands on end and сотрозиге sort of 
slips after heavy session with Barbarella 
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Jane steels herself against onslaught of yet another of Sogo's many menaces (not visible here). The film was 
directed by Roger Vadim, Ms. Fonda’s husband at the time and an occasionally effective auteur who also 
piloted one of the best of the scream screen's vampire epics, BLOOD AND ROSES, back in 1961 


ruler of Sogo helpless, the revolutionaries 
would attack and take over the city. 

After thanking Dildano for saving her 
life, Barbarella left in search of Pygar. It 
was not Jong afterward that she was re- 
captured by the Queen's inhuman guards. 
When the royal adviser showed up to take 
her into custody, she finally recognized 
him as being a fatter Durand-Durand. He 
admitted his identity, and then had her 
taken to his spacious torture chamber 
because she knew too much. 

Durand-Durand was mad. Among other 
warped practices, he derived great 
satisfaction from murdering attractive 
women, and a few of his recent victims 
littered the floor of his inner sanctum. The 
"leather-men placed the struggling Barbar- 
‘ella into the maniac's ingenious murder in- 
strument, and then they stepped back. 

Grinning from ear to ear, Durand- 
Durand boasted, “This machine you are in 
is a very special device. It is my own 
invention.” He pointed to a sheet of 
colored musical notes that he was holding, 
and continued his bragging. “It is an Ex 


cessive Emotional Stimulator, and it 
works on the same principle as an electrie 
organ. As І play this ‘music,’ you will 


become more and more emotionally 
excited. By the time I have finished, you 
will have died...of pleasure!” 

Without wasting any more time, the 
lunatic activated the diabolical device. 
When the “song” was completed, the 
captive was bathed in perspiration, but 
she was not dead. Earth's champion still 


lived, and the scientist was furious. To 
make matters worse, she had caused the 
emotional stimulator to short-circuit, 
“Have you no shame?” Durand-Durand 
shouted: 

Having failed to dispose of Barbarella, 
the plump villain decided that he might be 
able to use her. Pretending to have had a 
change of heart, he offered to admit the 
lass to the Black Queen's Chamber of 
Dreams. As soon as they arrived there, 
Durand-Durand produced the mysterious 
Key of Entry. Once Barbarella was inside 
the forbidden area, she messed up the 
controls of the Dream Machine. Instantly, 
the beautiful, soothing, swirling colors 
that had shone on the walls changed. They 
altered in pattern and tempo as the hallu- 
cinatory process shifted from sweet 
dreams to nightmares. The Black Queen 
was doomed. 


UNEXPECTED OCCURRENCES 
Two unexpected things occurred next. 
The first was that Mathmos started 
flipping out. It was visible through the 
transparent floor of the vast chamber, and 
the female saboteur could see that the 
liquid creature was visibly agitated. 


‘The second unscheduled oceurrence was 
that Durand-Durand refused to let Bar- 
barella out of the place. His eyes gleamed 
in triumph as he announced that the 
Earthwoman and the Black Queen were 
trapped forever. He had jammed the only 
door leading to the Chamber of Dreams, 


and now his two greatest enemies were 
helpless. 

The scientist chuckled as he claimed, “I 
will now rule Sogo!” When Barbarella 
questioned him about the Positronic Ray, 
he said, "It is a ray capable of changing 
living matter into a state of ever-melting 
agony! The ultimate weapon! With it, I 
shall rule the universe!" 

It was only moments later that an alarm 
sounded throughout the palace. The 
rebels were atiacking by way of the 
Labyrinth. Durand-Durand hurried off to 
personally destroy the opposition, and 
Barbarella was helpless to stop him. 

Realizing that there was nothing else 
she could do on her own, our heroine 
awoke the Black Queen. The merciless 
ruler was enraged by what had happened 
and, in retaliation, she released Mathmos. 
She and Barbarella then escaped via a 
protective bubble that went right through 
the monster and out to safety. 

Meanwhile, the revolutionaries were 
winning as they drew closer and closer to 
the city. By this time, almost all of the 
leather-men had been destroyed, and 
тапу of the city's wicked residents were 
dead. There was now little resistance 
offered against those who were fighting to 
regain their souls as well as their freedom. 
Victory seemed within their grasp, but 
then Durand-Durand reached his Posi- 
tronie Ray Cannon 

The attackers were helpless against the 
super-weapon. Since its killing range was 
greater than theirs, the mad scientist was 
safe as long as he did not allow them to 
get any closer. Laughing maniacally, he 
fired the fiendish device over and over 
again. Because of the gun's wide beam, 
every shot scored a hit. One after another, 
the courageous rebels melted. Their 
companions were unable to save them, 
and all seemed lost 

Suddenly, Mathmos reared up from 
beneath the paved streets and engulfed 
ity. So vast was the creature that it 
ed into the Labyrinth, killing the 


“remaining insurgents. After а while, the 


liquid-beast calmed down and settled over 
the entire area. The whole city had been 
inundated by the living lake, and there 
appeared to be no survivors. 

Eventually, a transparent bubble rose 
to the surface. Inside it were Barbarella 
and the Black Queen. As they were 
wondering how they eould escape from 
Mathmos, the Earthwoman spotted 
Руваг. She called to him, and he joined 
them. As soon as the sightless savior was 
informed of the situation, he grabbed 


Mark Hand (Ugo Tognazzi), heroic hunter who 
snatched Barbarella from the jaws of scores of 
mechanical killer dolls 


Barbarella ana their enemy and flew them 
both to safety. 

When our heroine asked him why he 
chose to save the evil Black Queen, Pygar 
only smiled and stated, "An angel has no 
memory. 


BARBARELLA (1968) Paramount. 98 
min. Directed by Roger Vadim. S 

play by Roger Vadim, Terry Southern, 
Jean Claude Forest, Brian Degas. Claude 
Brule, Clement Wood, Tudor Gates, Vit 
torio Bonicelli, from the comie book by 
Jean Claude Forest. Starring Jane Fonda, 
John Philip Law, David Hemmings, Milo 
O'Shea, Marcel Marceau, Anita Pallen 
berg, Claude Dauphin, Ugo Tognazzi, 
Veronique Vendell. 


AN ANGEL 
HAS MO 
MEMORY... 
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Concluding panel from comic book BARBARELLA depicts identical ending to that seen in film, with the noble 
Pygar rescuing the sexy space siren and the Black Queen from the crumbling city of Sogo. Fantasy fans 
harbored hopes that Barbarella would one day return in a screen sequel, but such, alas, was not to be the 
case. 


As TMT was going to press, we 
received word that Atlas Comics 
—the subject of the following 
article—was going out of Биз!- 
ness. Since Atlas execs ex- 
pressed hopes that the company 
would be revived one day soon 
and that, in any case, several of 
ihe Atlas titles reviewed below 
will still be hitting the stands 
when this issue of TMT appears, 
we decided to go ahead with the 
following article, So, depending 
on Atlas’ currently cloudy future, 
Howard Phillips’ critique of their 
various superheroes and fiends 
may be either the latest—or the 
last—word on the subject. We 
think, however, that you'll find 
his now approving, now con- 
demning views of the often imita- 
live Atlas line to be of more than 
passing interest... 


ММ сы са o 


several months ago that a new 
сопис book company was being 
iormed, all of fandom became 
understandably excited. Finally, 
the day arrived when "Atlas" 
released the first of its titles, and 
the fans’ anticipation at once 
began to waver. It's been 
steadily diminishing ever sinc 
Hardly anything that Atlas has 
produced thus far offers any 
originality. I remember drawing 
the same conclusion from Mar- 
vel's line in the beginning—their 
heroes were all revamps of old 
ones—and they turned out to be 
terrific. Atlas, however, seems 
determined to remain dull The 
editorial staff is big on monsters 
and shock ‘value, and they 
somehow manage to get away 
with publishing some very 
surprising things: it seems that 
the Comies Code Authority 
permits people-eating monsters 
and flesh-ingesting primitives 
nowadays, for example. The 
Atlas line is based primarily on 
horror and gross sensationalism, 
the characters go through a lot of 
changes, and the covers usually 
exaggerate the contents, but 
perhaps that's what comics are 
all about today. In any case, let's 
move on down the Atlas line and 
take a closer look at their 
four-color heroes and fiends. 


DELAYED DEBUT 


Andrax is a guy who was 
created in 1978, but didn't make 
it to the comics until two years 
later. Hes a 1976 Olympics 
champ who gets captured by a 
rich nut who puts him into 
suspended animation for 2,000 
years. Lacking super-powers, he 
nonetheless succeeds in slaying a 
giant mutant spider that tries to 
make a meal out of him. This 
origin ended before he was able 
to find out if mankind still 
existed, and there has been no 
follow-up yet. The series may yet 
turn out to be a good one, 
but—judging from the пиго- 1 
doubi it. (In THE BARBARI- 
ANS #1). 

The Bog Beast emerged from 
Earth's moltan center in a black 
and white magazine before he 
appeared in TALES OF EVIL #2. 
The kindly, odd-looking alien is 
despised by humans because 


SON OF DRACULA, one of Atlas’ less. 
yawn-inspiring yarns, made his demonic 
debut in FRIGHT #1 in a story by Gary 
Friedrich. Our own comics critic harbors 
hopes for this particular Atlas hero, but 
rumors that the newly established 
company is headed for ol 
continue to persist. 


COMICDOMS 


LATEST 


BUT NOT THE GREATEST 


ATLAS’ 
MONSTERS 
& HEROES 


they think he's a monster. This 
sort of thing has been happening 
in comics for a long time, but this 
character is an obvious copy of 
the Heap (both versions), Swamp 
Thing, and Man-Thing (Marvel 
has countered with Manphibian 
now; one "good" ripoff begets 
another). Anyway, this emacia- 
ted mess has super-strength, is 
overflowing with understanding 
and compassion, but manages to 
get into all kinds of trouble (in 
TALES OF EVIL #3, he even 
tangled with a female werewolf). 
He laks originality, bu I, for one, 
like him. 

The Brute is a blatant ripoff of 
a third-rate horror movie called 
TROG, with a few variations. 
This idiotic thing is a gigantic, 
blue-skinned, prehistorie man/ 
monster who eats raw flesh and 
kills any living thing that gets in 


А 
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ЕЗ PLANET ПЕ. 
Е 


Styled after Marvel's "Маг of the Worlds: 
Series, Atlas’ PLANET OF THE VAMPIRES 
is nonetheless a worthwhile venture wi 
merits of its own—one of few of Atlas 
comics that can make that boast. 


its way—except for a female an- 
thropologist who wants to save 
the beast's life. In the first issue 
of his book, the Brute was found 
and captured, but he escaped by 
hitching a ride under the wing of 
an airplane. He stumbled upon a 
mad scientist in the second issue 
and wiped out the fellow’s reptile 
men. One book later, he was 
captured and operated upon; this 
somehow gave him the power of 
speech, but a mad scientist's 
android—named ^ Doomstalker, 
no less—zapped him at the 
conclusion. Let's hope that this 
violent creature is really dead, 
because the series is awful in its 
hackneyed presentation. 

The Cougar is a movie stunt- 
man-turned-actor-turned-stunt- 
man. He's pretty ridiculous, 
lacking super-powers yet some- 
how managing to destroy a 
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vampire ang a wérewolf in the 
first two issues of his magazine. 
His origin wasn't revealed until 
book #2, in which we learned that 
his brother had been turned into 
a lycanthrope. While our hero 
was trying to kill the wolfman, he 
was seriously injured and “para- 
lyzed for life.” The next issue is 
still forthcoming, but we've been 
promised “the most devastating- 
ly different superhero of all time” 
(now where have we heard that 
before?). Since Atlas hardly ever 
offers anything different, let 
alone devastating, I'm пої 
expecting too much. 

‘The Dark Avenger has only 

appeared in an 8-page filler story 
in PHOENIX #3, but he really 
made quite an impression on me. 
The art, dialogue, and plot are 
realistic and far above average. 
Although this hero lacks any 
extraordinary abilities, he has 
one of the most incredible outfits 
ever conceived. In his only 
adventure, he broke up a 
murderous little gang of punks 
who were threatening his broth- 
er. Hopefully, he'll return some 
day soon. 
Demon Hunter is the newest 
offering from Atlas, but his 
single issue revealed that he has 
a great deal of potential. He's a 
mortal man with ESP, who's 
been endowed with certain 
abilities—some of which are 
pretty ludicrous. The most 
foolish thing of all is a “shadow 
cloak that materializes arcane 
weaponry from the beyond!” 
Having been an assassin for the 
“Harvesters of Night,” he turned 
against them when he learned 
that they were in league with 
real demons. At the conclusion, 
Astaroth—Grand Duke of Hell— 
possessed a human body and 
walked the earth once more, This 
series is excellent so far, and 1 
hope it lasts for a long time. 

The Destructor is just another 
superhero embellished by some 
fine artwork. In the first three 
issues, he fought against the 
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Syndicate and their absurd, 
super-powered hirelings. Issue 
#1 was very good, but in the 
following one he was challenged 
by an egomaniac called Death 
grip, and he was next assailed by 
an insipid amazon known as the 
Huntres. Both villains died in 
combat, but in the fourth issue he 
met up with a hidden race of 
atomie mutants. This script was 
onsiderably better, mainly be- 
cause Gerry Conway wrote it, 
and not Archie Goodwin (who did 
ihe others). This crimefighter 
has possibilities, but not many. 
The Dragon is Atlas’ only Ori- 
ental hero. His origin is quite 
excellent, but there are some 
things that must be cleared up in 
the future. His powers are 
derived from atomie energy, as 
are his evil brother's, and there 
is an aura of surround. 
ing them both. Ed Fedory, whose 
scripts are ususally so-so, did a 
really fine job with this Kung-Fu 


lighter. This one shows а great 
deal of promise, even though 
every comic сотрапу- еуеп 


Charlton— has at least one expert 
in the martial arts. (In HANDS 
OF THE DRAGON £1). 


TOLEN SPIRIT 

The Grim Ghost is probably 
the least believable of Atlas’ 
"heroes." He's a fugitive from the 
18th century, whom Satan trans: 
ported to modern times shortly 
alter the highwayman's execu- 
tion. The concept for this charac- 
ter was swiped from DC's 
Spectre, and an old heroine 
called the Black Widow, with а 
touch of Marvel's Ghost Rider; 
the last two characters made 
pacts with Lucifer, and the Black 
Widow was also sent back to 
Earth to murder evildoers, So 
far, the Grim Ghost 
and the Devil 


first two issues, Iron Jaw learned 
about his seeret heritage, almost 
raped his sister, and gave up a 
kingdom. Two numbers later, 
part 1 of his interesting origin 
was presented. He's fought some 
mutants and a monster or two, 
but I'm not impressed. Keep 
trying, Atlas, 
The Man-Monster started out 
in the first half of TALES OF 
EVIL #3 (which book he shares 
with the Bog Beast). He's just 
like a werewolf, except that he 
turns into a big, red amphibian 
man rather than a lupine thing. 
Intense heat is usually the ca 
talyst here, but the guy's not all 
monster—he thinks rationally, 
but suffers from amnesia when 
ever he grows gills. He's really a 
ridiculous steal from a foolish 
movie entitled THE HIDEOUS 
SUN DEMON. We аге not— 
repeat not—amused. 
Man-Stalker is a costumed 
ruffian who started out in TAR- 
GITT #1; in the beginning, he 
was an FBI agent with the usual 
license to kill In the second 
issue, he was proclaimed an 
undercover man and given 
dumb costume with a target on 
it. Unfortunately, he keeps 
giving his real name to villains 
while he's boasting that he's 
going to get them, which ma 
his ‘elaborate cover pretty 
ludicrous. There's а lot of action 
in these tales, with somebody 
getting shot, gassed, or blown up 
{sometimes ай three) on practi 
cally every other page. In the 
third and last adventure, Targitt 
gained somed super-powers and 
a new, improved suit. His 
personality is much more de- 
veloped than the basie Atlas 
hero, and the stories are fairly 
well done—although the most 
recent one was pretty hokey. It 


Atlas’ MORLOCK 2001 features a title borrowed from Н.б. Wells and Arthur C. Clarke, a 
storyline copped from George Orwell and Ray Bradbury, and a plant monster “hero” 


ent of the star of FROM HELL IT CAME. 


ith ali this going for it—plus art by 


Allen Milgrom and story by Michael Fieisher—MORLOCK 2001 41 represented one of 


Atlas’ better entries. 


have appeared in three issues: 
es and murderers bit the 
dust in the opening editions, but 
a one-eyed demon called Brim 
stone (natch!) tried to overpower 
Satan in the most recent one. 
Naturally, hell's champion 
emerged victorious and is just 
aching to kill more bad guys. 
Iron Jaw has been in more 
books than any other Atlas hero: 
four issues of his own mag, and 
the premier edition of THE 
BARBARIANS. He's a massive 
male chauvinist who rides a 
unicorn (1) and goes around 
spouting things like, "The wilder 
the filly, the better the ride"— 
pertaining to women. He's essen- 
tially a shoddy Conan copy who 
lives on a ravaged Earth in the 
distant future. There's a lot of 
sword, but precious little sorcery 
in this mediocre series. In the 


could become a good series, but 
don't count on it. 


KILLER WEED 


Morlock 2001 is one of the most. 
original things to have appeared 
in а comic of the 705. He's part 
plant and part human (grown in a 
scientist's greenhouse), and he 
occasionally gets an embarrasing 
craving to devour people! Every 
so often, he involuntarily 
changes into a towering, bullet- 
proof plant-monster that just has 
to eat somebody in a hurry. So 
far, he's digested one gorgeous 
woman, four men, and a little 
blind girl. Oh, yeah—he's also 
slain a lot of people by touching 
them and turning them into 
ashes! The setting is the future, 
and the storyline is “borrowed” 
from Orwell's 1984 and Brad- 
burys FAHRENHEIT 451. In 


third (latest) issue, the 
night Man was introduced; 
а guy who lived through a 
flame thrower shower and now 
leads a group of revolutionaries 
against the oppressive govern 
ment. At the finale, he shot 
Morlock- presumably to death. 
This mag is quite good, but it's 
very brutal and gory. Still, 
despite its violence, it's one of 
Atlas’ best efforts. 

Phoenix is one of Atlas’ more 
asinine presentations. He was 
(miraculously) the only survivor 
of a disastrous American space 
mission, and soon afterward he 
was rescued and treated by 
telepathie aliens. These differ- 
ently-colored aliens had mutated 
our ancestors and evolved 
humanity, but now they wanted 
to destroy us because they were 
ashamed of what they'd wrought. 
After stealing some atom-pow- 
ered devices, he attacked the 
other-worlders and fought them 
for three issues. His powers are 
grossly exaggerated, and he's 
sort of a messiah: he protects 
Earth, parts the sea, fights the 
Devil (a mad, ageless alien), and 
flies with his arms outstretched 
(in the form of а eross). In the 
latest (fourth) book, he was ге 
powered by different aliens and 
renamed the Protector. Don't 
even bother with this inconsis- 
tent contestant for sainthood. 
Planet of Vampires is one of 
the company’s better attempts, 
although it is closely styled after 
Marvel's very fine “War of the 
Worlds” series. On the cover of 
the first issue, readers are 
informed that “Six astronauts 
return to Earth and find it ruled 
by vampires.” Inside, there are 
only-five space travelers. Hmm. 
The plot is the о 
return-home -after-atomic disas. 
ter-and -find-monsters -and -bar- 
barous-humans, witha twist, The 
only civilized folks live inside a 
domed community, but they've 
become bloodsuckers, who must 
prey upon the neighborhood ruf- 
fians. Fortunately, they can be 
killed by bullets. Unfortunately, 
only two male astronauts now 
remain alive. This is a very well- 
done book, and the artwork is in- 
credible. 

The Scorpion started out as an 
eternal crimefighter. The first 
two issues were set in the 1930s, 
but the last took place today. As 
а high-paid private investigator, 
he first tangled with normal 
crooks and then encountered 
voodoo and a vampire (the 
second tale was poorly done, 


A nld «paremen- 


particularly artwise). In the third 
issue, we learned that he had 


THE COUGAR #1, with art by Dan Adkins & Frank 
by Steve Mitchell, failed to win 
the cold, cold heart of our demanding comics critic. 


Springer and s 


Below, the MAN-MONSTER rises from the sea in his 
debut issue—drawn by Rich Buckler and written by 
Gary Friedrich—only to conjure up unwanted 


memories of THE HIDEOUS SUN DEMON. 


been killed furing WWII, but was 
somehow resurrected in the "705. 
He has a costume now—but still 
no uncommon abilities—and what 
he amounts to is really a Blue 
Beetle type. His final episode 
pitted him against the Golden 
Fuhrer and the Golem. 

Son of Dracula made his debut 
in FRIGHT #1, and so far there 
has been no second story. The 
origin tale is rather intelligent 
and exciting, but there isnt 
much more that can be done with 
vampires that's original, thanks 
to Marvel's and Warren's Dracu- 
la. Of course, Atlas has its own 
version of the Lord of the 
Undead, and he will undoubtedly 
return later on in the series to 
plague his heir. Corniness has 
infiltrated the seript in that his 


“DESTRUCTOR 


Steve Ditko's artwork for THE DESTRUC- 
TOR receives rare thumbs-up response 
from out reviewer, but Archie Goodwi 
script and the Destructor himself fail to 
impress 


son calls himself A. Lucard (spell 
it backwards), and he teaches a 
course on the occult at Columbia 
University. Even if the comic 
lacks originality, it will probably 
be entertaining nonetheless. 

The Tarantula is а really 
offbeat hero (7) who suffers from 
a curse that turns him into a 
humanoid spider every so often. 
While a monster, he must eat 
people, and this can prove to be a 
serious drawback to one's social 
life. He can also paralyze 
someone with his spider venom 
and even spin webs, Oh, yes—he 
also suffers from dual personali 
ties: the beast has one; he has 
another. With all these problems, 
our champion still manages to go 
around killing only villains and 
saving good people. In the first 


ue, we were treated to giant 
spiders and a witch, in the next 
the witch returned in monster 
form, and finally he fought 
against a man who could animate 
inanimate objects (incidentally, 
the cover of this issue is the most 
fraudulent of the entire Atlas 
line). This gory hero offers 
nothing to fans, except that he's 
pretty unique. 

Tiger-Man is quite probably оп 
the verge of madness. He has the 
abilities of a jungle cat and goes 
around in a tiger outfit, ripping 
bad guys to shreds. He began in 
THRILLING ADVENTURES #1 
—a black and white mag—in 
which he went after some very 
unpleasant villains. In issue #1 of 
his own comie, his sister was 
murdered by muggers who soon 
became mighty sorry that u 
had chosen her as a victim. Two 
months later, he was challenged 
by a leopard counterpart of 
himself, who escaped at the end 
alter murdering someone. Final- 

he went up against a 
jemented psychiatrist who had 
ап abundance of psychic power. 
We've seen it all before, but I like 
this hero because he tends to be 
more realistic than most. His 
thought balloons are good, and 
the tales are fairly believable— 
except for the last one (Let's not 
zo downhill, Atlas) Here's 
hoping he doesn't get any worse. 

END OF THE LINE 

Wulf The Barbarian lives "on a 
ess world in a forgotten 
а planet of vast size and 
incredible dangers. He's been on 
а vengeance trip throughout his 
Tour issues, and along the way 
he's encountered a load оГ bad 
guys, monsters, and demons. So 
far, his quest is still in progress, 
but his mysterious foe controls 
forces that would drive a man 
mad, So much for the commer 
cial. This Conan-inspired youth is 
smart and skillful, and the stories 
are very well done—even border- 
ing on the original. Needless to 
say, he has a lot of problems: in 
the third book, he fought against 
à horde of rat-men and a robot, 
and in the next story he battled a 
bloodlusting demon that could 
assume human form. I'm confi 
dent that he will someday 
emerge vietorious, and I hope 
that the series continues for a 
long time in the style that it has. 

Thats the whole story, from 
one expert's point of view. Inci- 
dentally, did you notice some. 
thing very important about 
Atlas? They have heroes and 
monsters of every sort, but no 
superheroines or female crea- 
tures! This should be remedied 
as soon as possible—perhaps 
with a woman whose opinions 
regarding men parallel Iron 
Jaw's pertaining to females. Or is 
one Red Sonja enough? D 
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COMIC 
HISTORY BOOKS 


PENGUIN BOOK OF 
COMICS. Hundreds ot 


AMERICANA IN. FOUR 
COLORS... me author: 
Ve book that answers 

а опо people 
Slways ashing. about 
includes 


the history al comic. 

Tor and ‘back and 
ais. Paperback. Оту 
books. “ing 


ALL IN COLOR FOR A 
БЕА 
Mány writers h 
memones Gi d 
Great ‘comics: of net 
полова Qn si $0 


or every Солис collector 
fig very limited зорду! 
5555 кың. 


И овоме or manyer 

ўе ое, мош 
еы оиы е 
ас 


Sar hany 
Only 3836 


PROMETEAN ENTER- 
PRISES IS The newest 
atten of one ef the Best 
алатот ajure За. 
JS depth. interview “with 
Haber Crumb Loads ol 
Спать “ara 


ши 
пое ny СЕ 


Comic Body 


ЗА 
comic BOOK. 
New "75 ation в 
Yale for every comicboo eve 
еп Bam Ar by 
Adams) Bern © 
Зе. Jones 


Wis in one отепа б 
[ % 35 


GRAPHIC STORY MAGA. 
ZNE © Features a 
reat EC. parody calle 
The Wishing World. by 
Eveniet ana Hound, “Ber! 
Serk Burk he Hotel Cleri 
By Baul Woiverion, “Row 
ihe” by George Metzger 
an iotefview with Howard 
Nostrendand much mace 
Oniy во 7 
GRAPHIC STORY МАСА” 
ZINE 15 interviews. with 
Gahan Wilson (PLAYBOY 
and NATIONAL LAMPOON 
cartoonist of the absurd’) 
and Hany Hamnson, Fine 
Wood back cover. Only 
5100 


FRITZ BUGS OUT 


ngerground 


The 


=5TARZAN 


TARZAN DIGEST „дат 
148 page text and illustrat: 
sd digest of Tarzan Written 
by Burroughs. adapted by 
DuBois ana illustrated by 
Dan Spieigel. Оту 75с 


TARZAN ALNE. new 
jSpérback Version by 
Palino dose Farmer who 
postulates that Tarzan 
За Indeed exit. Fein 
Sting reading by зе gan 
BEJ 


FRAZETTA FO- 
LO $рссш 
rare “Australian 
import Frazetta 
Талал Features, 
reprints of White 
Indian and Thun: 
tepros of Famous 
Funnies, Buck 
Rogers, and EC 
plus a reprint of à 
Cory rare Witham- 
Son Frazetta wes- 
тет story. Limit 
ed supply on ti 
Таас import? 
Only $3.50 


MONSTER 
TIMES 
BOOKSHELF 


WOLVERTON 


FRANK 
BOOKS 


FRAZETTA WHITE INDIAN 

New. portolo featuring 
dives WRITE INDIAN. ré 
prints Early Frazetta whieh 
S wrtually vmpeseltie 1 
17е Only $2.00 


e 
Sensuous’ 


f "AU 


THE SENSUOUS FRAZET- 
TA. A luscious collection 
of Frank Решена gre 

looking ladies. АН are lull 
page (or two-page) illustra- 
Копа ала ай are really 
‘beautiful, A most for any 
Prazeta dan. A must for 
any ian of women. Only 
5850 


Giomkzuxcewa. COM- 
[2 Bami Woner: 
on coula produce a 


nem, Моос material 
er material Оту 50е 
A bargain. 


FRAZETTA #1 
portio of 
Rork, including 

reprint ane 
бемейоа ^ Only 


A slim 
Fiaieltas 
БЕЯ 
jorgeous 

3.00 


2 RARE FRAZETTAS 


The MAGIC of 
FRAZETTAL 


THE MAGIC OF FRANK 
FRAZETTA А Small 
supply ol this RARE long 

‘ol print Frazetta folie 
фаз just been uncovered! 
This superb collection, 
Contains ће classic Fra 
etta drawings of Tarzan 
Pellucigar.-and a host of 
‘other Burroughs charac- 
Jers. АП of the drawings 
Printed on one side only 8. 
Suitable for framing. Only 
$2.00 


The Magic of 
FRAZETTATL 


EC BOOKS 


SQUA TRONT #2 А 
Glassie EC. fanzine 
Wh includes а olor 
Wilamson “cover "and 
Dorttolio. Also a талпа 
ресе and article on E.C; 
War comics. Only 38:00 


SQUA TRONT #3 
Color cover by Feldstein 
апо Сапа егото 
famson and W 
Aces by Nice Begin, 
DT dad 


wit 

MAGIC OF FRANK FRA- 

ЕТА ЧГ A 

Snie in a mite 

hs "sister 

Magi of Prank Fra 

гама This RARE ои 

print classic presents a 
nen, barbanans. war 
Sand material "nol 

Available anywhere eise! 

Limited supply зо order 

soon Only $200 


Fr covets by Runaman 
article, Frazetta col 
ог әп by Wrightson, 

Corben. Rrenkel. 


BOTH ЕОВ 53.50 


GOLDEN AGE 
REPRINTS 
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рез of Че rarest 

а The scarce collec. 
Pundreds of dollars are at 
lasi available im. low 
priced, терпп editions 
RI PLASHBACK RE-| 
PRINT Books teature 3| 
FULL COLOR cover along 
with ine complete reprint 
tag. in black and white, ol 
the’ onginal «lores that 
‘appeared in the issue, All 
VASHBACK REPRINTS 
aro $300 


SPECIAL EDITION COM- 
ics 


CAPTAIN MARVED Fes. 


turing “Captain ` Marvel 
and the Haunted House 
ип Marvel and бе 


This issue orginally 
довага in 1830 58.00 


Ue. AN in one Book! 
This book was originally 
published in 1940. $8.06. 
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COLLECTOR'S 
ITEM 
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Giant 100-page 
CONAN THE 
BARBARIAN 
by Barry Smith. 

is super 
treasury of 
CONAN's 
greatest stories 
by artist su- 
preme Barry 
Smith is des- 
ined o bea 
complete sell- 
out! Order this 
full-color clas- 
sic today! Only 
51.50 


and much more. PLUS 


unpublished "EC 
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AGE A special 
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Sero 
Print 
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Some of the best artwork 
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CAES d 
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STAR REACH #2 

Toe ns 
Ege 
SORCERY 


үст OZ» пък 


HUG 


SORCERY 

Book, but a very unique 
опе. This is completely a 
Grey Morrow топ: writ 
ing) penciling, inking, 
letlering and cover work. 
Bound i^ be a collectors 
iem Te 
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JACK DAVIS 
JACK рам Die now, 
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ECIS BACK! 
АТАТ! Alter 20 years of hoping and рез: С 
n full color, just as they appeared aii those 
s аро. The besi comics in the world are beck 
ЕС REPRINT #2 is actually WEIRD SCIENCE #15, 
and it includes tour more EC classics in full color as 
they originally "appeared. The stones are 
Miscalculation" by Jack Kamen, "Bum Steer" бу 
'Orlando, "The Martians” by Wally Wood and. 
"Captivity" by Al Williamson 
ЕС REPRINT #3 is aclually SHOCK SUSPENSE 
STORIES #12 and contains tre following four 
slones: “The Monkey" by 40е Orlando, "Рай Guy 


EC REPRINT #4 is actually HAUNT OF FEAR #12 
and contains "Whats Gookin." by Jack Davis, Til 
£s Death Do We Рат by чое Ortando. "On A Dead 
JEFF JONES SPASI E 
Ait Sol Tones ona 

ыла neve putty 
eased by he pubis 
Таспа science fiction 
SER Jores at seri. 


[Ed 


and contains the following stories: “Home to Stay 
Бу Wally Wood, "Te Tr^ by Jack Kaman, “The 
End” ру Wally Wood, and “Don't Count Your 
Chickens” by Joe Orlando. 

ЕС. REPRINT #6 is actually CRIME SUSPEN- 
STORIES #25 and contains "Three For The Money’ 
бу Jack Kamen; "Dog Food" by Reed Crandall 
Key Chai" by Berie Kriegstoin; and "The 
Squealer’ by George Evans. 


EC. REPRINT #7 is actually THE VAULT OF 
HORROR #26 and contains “Two of a Kind” by Craig 
“Скай in Concrete by David: "Hall-Way Horrible" бу 
Sid Check. and "Hook, Line and Sinker" by Ingels. 


ЕС. REPRINT #8 is actually SHOCK SUSPEN- 
STORIES #6 and contains "Dead Right” by Kamen. 
Undercover" by Wood: "Not So Tough’ by Orlando: 
and "Sugarand Spice" by Ingels. 
С. REPRINT 9 is actually TWO FISTED TALES #34 
у by баз, “Trial by Arms” by Wood, "En^ 
Crapaudine" by "Severin, апа “Guynemer” by Evans. 
ЕС. REPRINT #10 is actually HAUNT OF FEAR 
£23. Contains "Creep Course” by Ingels, “No 
Silver Atoll” by Evans, “Hansel and Gretal by 
amen, and "Country Clubbings” by Davis. 


THE HOUSE OF 
WI. adaption of com 


EC; REPRINT No. Y is actually the very tat issue of 
WEIRD SCIENCE ane con CS te there 
periment Dear Бу Ramen, and "Things From Osler 
pt 


Only $1.00, 
THE HOUSE OF MYSTERY 
M2. More tales ore 
macabre. witten by Jack 


These great collectors E.C.'s are only $1.25 each 

How сап you miss with the 
{greatest cómics ever made? Send today while our 
Supply lasts! 


ICM —52.00 plus 25c 
Exclusive interview with R. 
Crumb, Neal Adams On 
Strike Against National, 
The Great Comic Ari 
ВО! & MORE! 


WHA. 1? By Steve Ошо 
X: and avenging Кой 
Somes Dilko naw book. 
Features color covers. à 
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„Сва-- $1.00 plus 25c 
The Comics Cove, Fredric. 
Wertham, Will "Elsner, 


mor 
eei ОСАЛ] 
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SEE PAGE 31 FOR ORDERING AND POSTAL INSTRUCTIONS. 
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It тау not be я " : а Zanuck/Brown 
art, but “Jaws” ; El Production for 
does whatit Universal, stars 
sets out to до: Roy Scheider, 
it scares the Robert Shaw and 
hell out of you. Richard 


Dreytuss. The 
screen version of 
Peter Benchley's 
international best 
seller was pro- 
duced by Richard 
D. Zanuck and 
David Brown, 
directed by 
Steven Spielberg 
in Technicolor 
and Panavision, 
and written as a 
‘screenplay by 
Peter Benchley 
and Carl Gottlieb. 
Co-starred are. 
Lorraine багу, 
Murray Hamilton, 
Сап Gottlieb, 
Jeffrey С. Kramer 
and Susan 
Backlinie 


Not wanting to be left out of the JAWSmania currently sweeping the nation, but lacking a srding to its director, Steven Speilberg, 
resident shark expert, TMT requested—and received—permission to reprint three sharking ТАУ Кеш сус have р Бренер 
pages from “SHARK! Silent Messenger of Agony and Death! a new magazine published by JAWSishouldnever/have been made. tiwas an 
Galaxy News Service devoted entirely to all varieties and makes of that ravenous sea savage. impossible effort.’ Other people have agreed w ith 
Letters urging us to run more real-life monster material lead us to believe that the following him, for different reasons, that this movie should 
pages should he of more than passing interest to our readers. Leading off this special shark Tena hen ‘de. Most of А 
Рал is a review of JAWS, the Steven Spielberg thriller that started the shark craze, never have been made. Most of the: tics point 
followed by a pair of frightening exposes on the gruesome exploits of these real-life to the unbearable suspense that. pervades the 
monsters. movie. The sickening impression of death's 
JAWS, the blockbuster adaptation of Peter Benchley's quickie best-seller, boasts a brash young director, highly brutal, oppressive inevitability that mounts with 
capable cast and some of the scariest scenes ever captured on cellulgid. This flick did more for the film biz and less every remorseless frame, and the stomach-turn- 
an any movie t MA 5 T 
for the beach resort industry than any movie in distant memory. ing violence of the bloody action scene: Thus 
they denounce JAWS for the very elements that 
render it a supremely dramatic, rewarding and, 
yes, even an artistic masterpiece. 


Of course this is all sheer cant and hypocrisy on 
the critics’ part: ‘It's all very well for an 
educated, adult person like myself,” they say, ‘but 
it could be upsetting to children and other 
emotional degenerates.” They would prohibit all 
of us, that is, from watching a movie like JAWS 
in order to spare the sensibilities of children, 
even though many courageous sociologists have 
lately suggested that the experience of terror is 
indispensible to a well-adjusted person's 
upbringing, and that movies like JAWS provide 
an excellent opportunity for children to learn to 
cope with such emotions in a sale, controlled 
environment. And let’s face it: basically these 
crities are ashamed of enjoying what they 
stupidly consider a ‘straight action’ film, with no 
moral or intellectual point that they can discern. 


Which is just more hogwash. With dedicated 
naturalists from Stanford University researching 
the effects, and a gifted author like Peter 
Benchley writing the screenplay, how should 
JAWS escape making a profound comment on 
man and his experience in the world? The critics, 
quite simply, look for metaphors in the wrong 
places: of course the White Shark in the movie 
сап be compared to Moby Dick, because 
Melville did all that a hundred years ago, and 
why bother copying him? 


No, the message of JAWS is much closer to 
home. Consider the plot, as spare and simple as 
the shark itself: a New Jersey resort town 
being plagued by a Great White Shark, and yet 
the local authorities refuse to close the beach for 
fear of losing the Fourth of July tourist revenue. 
Victim after victim is hideously mangled by the 
great fish, yet the town's businessmen try to 
suppress the reports and let on that nothing 
extraordinary happening, it’s all business as 
usual. They'd rather sacrifice women and 
children than risk their hot-dog money. The 
metaphorical significance of this situation, in 
view of todays political, social, economie and 
environmental realities is so apt that it passes 
right over the heads of critics seeking traditional 
cinematic symbolism. JAWS, in fact, is nearly 
subversive in its vicious simplicity—just like a 
shark. e 


LIVES TO 
TELL 
ABOUT IT 


The following real-life 
report details Austratian 
skindiver Rodney Fox's 
frightening adventure with 
a typically ravenous 
shark. Despite the multiple 
gashes and wounds suf. 
fered by the skindiver, Fox 
was still more fortunate 
than most victims of this 
dangerous denizen of the 
deep—at least he lived to 
tell the terrifying tale 


GOT 
AWAY! 


THE 
ONE 
THAT 
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AUSTRALIAN SKIN DIVER RODNEY FOX LIVES 
TO TELL ABOUT HIS MOMENT OF TRUTH! 


Е was something like the stillness that 
descends on a forest glade when a hunter walks 
through. only this was eight fathoms deep over a 
> а Beach, South Australia. Only the 
ог ed. rustling over the gayly-colored 
Ioruiat;ons in the current: all the infinitely 
varied fish, though, including the two fat, dusky 
morwongs Rodney Fox was pursuing, froze 
motionless in the water and turned slowly to look 
at him. But they were not looking at him with 
anything like fear, but with a peculiarly cold 
interest, the way all animals watch a victim 
doomed to slaughter. 


The only sane and 
halfway safe way to dive 
in shark waters is in 
acage— 

and then just pray 

the shark doesnt 
seriously try 

a test of strength. 


Having once struck 
a victim, a shark 
will pursue him 
singlemindedly 
through a crowd 

of would-be 
rescuers. 


"It was just a feeling," Fox said later. "I didn't 
tense up or anything—I didn't have time to.’ 


Then he was hit in the left side by a great shark. 


Twenty yards away in the turquoise gleam of 
the Australian water, Fox's partner Bruce Farley 
looked on unbelieving at the huge violet shape 
that slammed into his mate, precipitating an 
explosion of white scuba bubbles, flailing limbs, 


and great thrashing grey tail fins. Farley and Fox 
were among the 40. contestants in Aldinga 
Beach's annual scuba spear-fishing contest: with 
a good catch floating overhead in a plastic bag 
filled with buoys, they'd stood a good chance at 
winning. And now this! 

The shark's impact had knocked the spear gun 
from Fox's hand and ripped his face mask 
completely off his head. As he swirled over and 
over through the bubbles, he felt an enormous 
pressure from his left shoulder to his hip, as 
though all his insides were being mashed 
together, ana forced toward his right side. 


Upside down, being rushed through the water, 
he realised nis predicament in a flash when he 
saw the great tail lashing overhead. Wildly, 
driven by fear and primal rage, he beat on the 
creature's snout and gouged at its eyes with 
clawing fingers until suddenly it let go, from the 
pain. But in a last effort, in panic, Fox lashed out 
again and his arm went into the fish's mouth up 


to the elbow. 

The pain at pulling his arm back over the 
cunningly inward-curving fangs, veins and 
tendons ripping loose, nearly stunned the 
skin-diver. He had lost his mouthpiece, and 
battled to the surface for one ragged, gasping 
breath. But suddenly he felt the rough hide of the 
animal rasp against his legs, and by some 
instinct he immediately embraced the animal, 
twining arms and legs about it so as to elude its 
jaws. So the shark plunged, and dove down to the 
reef again and brushed him off against the 
razor-sharp coral formations. 

Stunned and breathless, his wet-suit shredded 
by the coral, Fox headed for the air again. 
Looking down, though, in harror he saw the 
great conical head pursuing him through the pink 
cloud of his own blood, jaws agape with a 
wickerwork of teeth. In screaming desperation 
he kicked at the ugly pointed snout, which 
miraculously seemed to redirect the shark's 
attention to the float of speared fish near at hand. 
The shark swallowed it whole, floats and all, and 
rushed off through the water. 

But Fox was attached to the float by a line 
from his waistbelt! Off he went behind the shark, 
trying frantically to unhook the belt—but hands 
didn't work any more, they were literally in 
strips and shreds. Now he knew he was going to 
die, even after all he'd done: "I had done all I 
could, and now I was finished." As the shark 
drew him deeper and deeper into the azure 
ocean, he began to black out from lack of 
oxygen... 

‘And then suddenly he was bobbing on the 
surface in a warm, red spreading solution of 
blood and sea water: the thing's great fangs had 
snapped the line and Bruce Farley was coming to 
the rescue. 

In the hospital, Fox discovered that the bones 
in his right hand and arm were visible through 
the rips in the flesh. His entire torso wore deep 
gouges, and his ribs, lungs and upper stomach 
had been exposed in front. For all of that, he lived 
to join the next year's competition. He feels he's 
luckier than most. 
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According to the editors of “SHARK!”, that 
ever-hungry sea monster will devour just about 
anything that moves, and a lot that doesn't. 
Even such generally innocuous species as sand 
sharks, widely regarded as gourmets of plank- 
ton and other tiny organisms, have been know 
to nip off, on occasion, a hapless bather's leg, 
if only for variety's sake. This alarming lack of 
gustatorial discrimination can have its draw- 
backs, though: each year, dozens of sharks die 
after trying to bite outboard motors off fishing 
boats! 


Into the mouths of sharks oft go strange meals. 
Wander a bit too far offshore and you may wind 
up one of them. 


WHAT'S FOR 


 DINN;B? 


Hopefully, it's not you or me. But just about x < 
anything in the water is a possible meal when a shark sets his 
mind to it. Sharks have been known to bite at (and often 
remove) outboard motors. In fact, this is one of the destroyers 
of many sharks in the warm tropical waters. Read on to find 
out about the often strange diet of the killer shark. 


А 1952 a porpoise hunter "а the south-west 
Bay ofFundy off New Brunswick was about to 
shoot a full grown common porpoise which 
reaches 6 feet and 125 pounds when a shark 
abruptly bit it in two. The shark ate the back 
half. The hunter hooked(gailed) the front part. 
The shark circled close by but swam off when the 
hunter let off a round at its head. The hunter 
guessed the shark to be а bit longer than his 
14-foot skiff and since no other aggressive sharks 
were known to be in the area, it was assumed to 
have been a white. 


In 1959 off Rockport, Maine, a 11 foot 9 inch 
white was harpooned after it bit a pe: seal in half 
and then swallowd it half by half. In it stomach 
was another seal, not halved. 


H IBANIEN jo uinesnyy :Авәшпо2 


$ 


А white shark can bolt creatures half its own 
size. One, 15 ft. 6 in. long caught in Florida in 
1939, contained:two whole sandbar sharks 
between 6 and 7 feet long. 


Still, the white does not ignore smaller morsels 
and sometimes browses randomly and like a 
vacuum cleaner yields a bellyful of the 
miscellaneous. The late J.L.B. Smith in his book 
the Sea Fishes of Southern Africa, 1950, refers to 


A clutch of scientists makes a meager mouthful 
for this Miocene shark that, thankfully, became 
extinct along with the dinosaurs! 


A gargantuan 
Mako ana 
the 
mon- 
strous 
Young 
Dusky. 


a white shark of 18 feet that had in it: 
че the foot of a native 
o half a small goat 
e2 pumpkins 
ea wicker-covered scent bottle 
© 2 large fishes quite fresh 
ва small shark and unidentified oddments" 


Considering what has been found in other 
sharks, Smith's information should not. be 
discounted as a "fish story". 

The following, culled at random from the 
scientific record, is by no means an exhaustive 
inventory of what has been found in shark 
stomachs. 

In a shark caught in Australia was found a 
goat, a turtle, a large tomeat, three birds, four 
fish heads and numerous fish including a shark 
six feet long. 

Ina shark caught in the Adriatic was found a 
raincoat, three overcoats and a car licence plate. 

In a shark caught in the Florida Keys was 
found grass, several tin cans, a dozen cow 
vertebrae and the cow's dehorned head. 

Ina shark caught in the Phillipine Islands was 
found seven leggings, 47 buttons, three leather 
belts and nine shoes. e 
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LORD SHANGO (1975) Directed by 
Raymond Marsh. Starring Marlene 


Clark, Lawrence Cook, Wally Taylor, 
Bill Overton, Avis McCarthur. 


Like SUGAR HILL, LORD SHANGO 
is an interesting film far elevated от Д 
the simple blaxploitation it seems tony: H 
have been produced as. The film is a| 
cautiously reasoned, careful study of 
а voodoo cult and ol time Christianity 
batting for the souls of a young 
‘mother and daughter. During the film, 
both sides commit serious fatal sins, 
provide miracles, and offer detailed 
religious ceremonies and rituals. 
Both operate under the maxim 
"Without sacrifice. there is no life. 


Set in the middie of the next century. 
the film thrusts us aboard the space- 
craft Dark Star, a floating nuthouse in 
which the crew babble more to the 
talking computers than with each 
other. Their mission: To destroy 
dangerous, unstable planets blocking 
the path of future space colonists 
Equipped with talking bombs and 
merrily kibitzing away about- their 
chances for glory, the crew members 
have little to get excited about 
beyond the pressing shortage of toilet 
paper. 


DARK STAR (1975) Directed by John 
Carpenter. Starring Brian Narelle. Dre 
Pahich, Dan O'Bannon, Cal Kuni- 


holm, Joe Saunders. LATE FILM ROUND-UP 


Release Reviewer Key 


and given premature 
burial way back in April, a curious 
little space oddity entitled DARK 
STAR has recently resurfaced as the 
scure bottom half of double bills 
featuring the likes of THE DEVIL'S 
RAIN. a fate which can send even the 
hardiest of films into cinematic 
limbo. And this would be a real 
ame tco, considering the merits of Though by no means original, such 
this overlooked film moments of irony and wit still ring 
Deceptively simple and unpreten- — true. And, when viewed strictly as a 
tous. DARK STAR clearly owes its futuristic adventure yarn, DARK 
ins to such films as 2001 and STAR succeeds rather well, holding 
SILENT RUNNING, not only in its our interest and credibility throu 
thematic treatment of man's increas- ош. With more money and the sami 
ing dehumanization at the "hands" ot kind of reverence for their subject. @ the voodoo drums (the Shango cult) 
machines put also in its rather (con- there's no telling what kind. ог merge and resolve themselves in the 


D.B.—David Bartholomew 
A.B.—Alan Brandman 
M.C.—Mary Clark 

Roy Frumkes 
Joe Капе 
Tom Rogers 
— Gorilla Rose. 
D-S.— David Stidworthy 
J.T.—JoelThingall — — 
N.W.— Neil Watstein 


Marsh's storyline is a bit confusing in. 
spots. but the surprising final 
message of the film seems to be, "As. 
long as yòu believe in it, do it." The 

с їз a cut above the usual, and 
Marsh's direction keeps one intrigued 
throughout. SHANGO is full of 
music. and ! especially like the мау! 
the gospel hymns (Christianity) and 


graphically detailed 


sidering the smaller budget here) monstrous movie delights the film- @ госк and sou! music of the тат 


special effects characters’ home and habitat 


TIDAL WAVE (1975) Directed by Shiro 
Moritani and Andrew Meyer. Starring 
Lorne Greene, Keiju Kobayashi, 
Rhonda Leigh Hopkins, Hiroshi 
Fujioka, Tetsuro. Tanba, Marvin 
Miller. 


Japan's Toho Films has been 
endlessly unleashing the wrath of 
Godzilla, Rodan, Mothra and other 
assorted screen ogres upon their 
native land and have somehow 
managed to survive them all. Over the 
past 20 years, we've also seen Tokyo 
crunched, | torched, — swatted 
stomped, swooshed and Waraled to 
kindling. And sure enough, И the Big 
Gand his atomic brethren were up for 
another fighting sequel, so was 
mighty Japan. Both seemed inde- 
siructible, Until now. 

With the Roger Carman release of 
TIDAL WAVE. we are lelt to gasp in 
wild-eyed wonder as we witness, „те, 

inal submersion of Japan! Yes, in 
one all-consuming and very deep 
дир. Tokyo and its sister cities are 
swallowed down into the briny depths 
of the Pacific, and even fabled Mt 
Fuji is reduced to а hot water wading 
pool 

But fear nol, disaster fans, lor 
дарап does not go down without a 
bang, plus the most spectacular 
wizardry fashioned to date by the 
Toho special effects team. In their 
continuing saga of cinematic catas- 
irophes, Toho gives us volcanic 
action that savagely rips Japan to 
shreds. In the film's masterscene. 
Tokyo itself is torn asunder and 
blazed to cinders by a sight-splitting 
Quake that's 9 times more thrill- 
packed and even more chillingly 
realistic than that in Universal's 
EARTHQUAKE. If Toho ever gets its 
hands on Sensurround, they could— 


dare we say it—destroy the world! 
Look out for plaster in your popcorn 
-ва. 


EARTHQUAKE (1974) Directed by 
Mark Robson. Starring Charlton 
Heston, Ava Gardner, George Ken- 
nedy, Lorne Greene, Genevieve 
Bujold, Richard Roundtree, Marjoe, 
Barry Sullivan. 


In its own subtle way, Universal's 
biggie for 74 has done a few 
audacious things. 


makers might have offered 


—A.B. 


Firstly, it bas proven that God is 


dead, as Charlton Heston— once able 
тор 

gets washed away like a 
tunne! flash-tlood. There's no hoopla 
surrounding. this 

minute he's there and th 
gone. But it is in just thi 
treatment of N 
cinematic godlessness of the 70s is 
4 

decade away, те ч 
with us in the form of Sensurround. 
їз а 
wamings {rom England that 
have revealed it to be dangerous to 


rt seas with a single staff—now 
errat па 


moment; one 

nex he's 
mundane 
demise that the 


lared. Also, with 1984 less than a 


velous de 


e, except for 
tests 


the eardrums. over even a 
period of time. 

The earthquake sequences are 
splendidly mounted—none of ihe 
Eisenstein-inspired. — budget-saving 
montage effects of SAN FRANCISCO. 
But otherwise. the film seems to have 
been trimmed beyond story sense. 
Richard Roundtree. in a weirdly 
abbreviated role, is seen racing 
toward the climax of his subplot. but 
we never know if he got there. or even. 
What it was. 

The acting is generally poor. The 
exception is Marjoe, in a role well- 
conceived and well-executed. But 
who cares how low the acting goes. 
fight? The actors probably even knew 
that 

By all means see it. Only don't see 
i| without Sensurround (even if it 
means consulting your doctor first). 
That would be like seeing 2001 in 


short 


—D.B.- 


Cinemascope rather than Cinerama, 

which, as you probably know, was 

ike seeing an entirely different film. 
СВЕ. 


THE TOWERING INFERNO (1974) 
Directed by Irwin Allen. Starring Ste 
McQueen, Pau! Newman, William 
Holden, Faye Dunaway, Richard 
Chamberlain, Robert Wagner, Fred 
Astaire, Jennifer Jones, Robert 
Vaughn. 


Steve McQueen. before | forget it 
iksmuchaged in INFERNO. almost 
Incun his lower mandible had 
opped out. That isolation-depriva- 
tion sequence in PAPILLON must 

really have taken a lot out of him. 
Ат double the budget of EARTH- 
QUAKE, the effects here are, inter 
lY and somewhat disappoint- 

пау. mainly mechanical, wher 
those in EARTHQUAKE were equally 


Y divided between the visual and the 


mechanical. Myself, 1 preferred the 
more varied effects of EARTHQUAKE 
{or total emotional jangling, but, on 
the other hand. one of the most 
dynamic and indigenous tiim forms is 
the "hré scene. as in REBECCA, 
MIGHTY JOE YOUNG. and Brando's 
MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY. And 
TOWERING INFERNO is а 215 hour 
fire scene. How could anyone who 
loves те special provinces of cinema 
really complain? 

In addition. the acting at least is 
twice as good as that in EARTH- 
QUAKE. McQueen and Newman are 
adequate. William Holden gives a 
Wonderlul Jack Benny »mpression 
One of the leading ladies does the 
est tall from a building since King 
Kong. Robert Wagner's fire-run will 
take your breath away. Richard Cham- 
berlain is very good. Producer Irwin 
lens new wife does the Shelley 
Winters bit (Allen sticks close to the 
past success formula of his POSEI- 
DEN ADVENTURE) and really fudges 
it. Only Fred Astaire is terrible. And. 
fittingly. he alone was singled out for 
ап Academy Award nomination. 

И. wading through all this, you are 
confused as to my feelings, the 
verdict is: great fun. go see it, Both 
INFERNO and EARTHQUAKE are 
somehow better than they deserved to 
be, and that's our gift from the 
‘disaster called Hollywood. — —R.F. 


ROLLERBALL (1975) Directed by 
Norman Jewison. Starring James 
Саап, John Houseman, Ralph Rich- 
ardson, John Beck 


In the not too distant future, when 
wars will no longer exist, there will be 
Rollerball, And, judging from this 
clinker, the shape of things to come 
looks dull indeed. 

Set in the computer-oriented, cor- 
porate-controlled society of toi 
row, with which we're already 
becoming too increasingly familiar 


—with today, the grueling sport of roll- 


еграй has emerged to vicariously act 
out all our frustrations. Channeling 
the aggressiveness of the masses 


into a small, circular arena, these 
mena piked futuristic gladia- 
lors, bearing the colors of th 
powerful -international corporations 


who sponsor them, duel each other 
with cycles and skates and...blood. 
Jeopardizing this utopian harmony is 
Jonathan E . leader and star player of 


the Houston team and fast becoming 
a thorn in the side of his corporate- 


RACE WITH THE DEVIL (1975) Direc- 


ted by Jack Starrett. Starring Peter 


Fonda, Warren Oates, Loretta Swit, 
Lara Parker, R.G. Armstrong, Clay 
Tanner. 


This one is pretty disappointing, 
partly because the witches don't 
Seem to have any real occult powers. 
What the film really deals with are the 
attempts of four people to escape the 
wrath of a band of murderous fana- 


boss For, you see, the celebration of 
the individual s a dangerous thing in 
such a society 


The film revolves around our hero's 
struggles in defying the system and 
uncovering the well-kept secrets of its 
origin. This interesting, if not novel, 
sci-fi premise is handily done in by 
the poorest dialogue this side of 
VALLEY OF THE DINOSAURS. The 
quality of the performances aren't 
much better. та the pivotal role of 
superstar Jonathan E., James Саап 
gives his most embarrassing per- 
formance to date! The women jn his 
life are beautiful, bland, and forget- 
table. As his sidekick, Moonpie, John 
Beck provides a lot more force and 
charisma. Also to the rescue are John. 
Houseman's eloquent portrayal of a 
paranoid corporate bigwig, and Ralph 
Richardson's comic shenanigans as а 
Befuddled computer expert who has 
misplaced the entire 13th century. 
His, incidentally, is the only funny 
sequence in an otherwise dreadfully 
humorless film. AB. 


tics. There are a few exciting chase 
scenes, but most of the film is 
uninspired and manages to become 
predictable fairly quickly. There's one 
really good sequence involving a pair 
of poisonous snakes, but even that is 
drawn ош. While the more actionful 
scenes tend to stimulate the old 
adrenalin flow, they too get to be kind 
of tedious after a time, as RACE 
WITH THE DEVIL simply runs out of 
gas. СВ. 


The Monster Times 


STEPPENWOLF (1974) Directed by 


Fred Haines. Starring Max Von 
Sydow, Dominique Sands, Pierre 
Clement. Carla Romonelli, Roy 
Bosier. 


Alter several false starts (Tim Leary 
had once been set to star in an ili- 
fated Swiss version). Herman Hesse's. 
classic novel of alienation, STEPPEN- 
WOLF. has finally made it to the 
screen. and in rather lackluster fash- 
ion at that. While earnest in tone and 
initially intriguing, the film is simply 
too static to sustain interest. On the 
plus side are Max Von Sydow's deft 
portrayal of protagonist Harry Haller 
—ihe grim paranoid who enters the 
hallucinatory world of The Magic 
Theater— and a couple of well-realized. 
animation sequences. The Magic 
Theater episode should have been a 
lot more effective, and the film itself 
makes the fatal mistake of taking 
itself а shade too seriously. Give 
STEPPENWOLF an A— for effort and. 
see а! your own risk. Incidentally. the 
price of one admission is a cc 

bucks, пот. as once adverti 
mind 


of 


Paul Bartel. Starring David Carradine, 
Simone Griffeth, Sylvester Stallone, 
Mary Woronoy, Martin Kove. 


DEATH RACE 2000 is an extremely 
silly movie about an annual cross- 
country car race, with points award- 
ед the driver teams for the number of 
people they are able to mow down 
along the way. it's something like 
Labor-Day Weekend, without the 
points but with more drivers. The 
movie's ideas might conceivably 
fascinate children, as the movie itself 
is childish, striving for a cartoon-like 
quality that it never quite achieves, 
Sadly, there is a lot of good talent 
wasted in this Roger Corman 
production, with Robert Thom and 
Charles Griffith co-writing the screen- 
play from an Ib Meichior story. Paul 
Bartel directing, Tak Fujimoto behind 
the camera, and actors Davio 
Carradine, Sylvester Stallone and 
Mary Woronov. The last mentioned 
incidentally, is fast become our Lady 
of the Genre, a beautifully American 
Barbara Steele, with more toughness, 
less vulnerability. They all deserve 
better, except DJ Don Steele, who 
plays a hyperbolic TV sportscaster 
Covering the race and who seems. for 
some dubious reason, to be a figure 
of some fame on the West Coas: 

сов. 


THE HOUSE OF SEVEN CORPSES 
(1974) Directed by Paul Harrison. 
Starring John Ireland, John Carra- 
dine, Faith Domergue, Carole Wells, 
Jerry Strickler, Charles MacCauley. 


The only substantial thing in 
HOUSE OF SEVEN CORPSES is the 
house itself, a 72-year-old estate that 
was built as the home of Utah Senator 
Thomas Kearns, later served as the 
Governors mansion, and today 
houses all the offices of the state's 
historical society. As for the film, it s 
thin plot depicts a resident ghoul's 
disposal of a movie producer, his 
leading lady, a character actor, the 
caretaker and а young actress. 
Another youthful thespian is the 
ghoul who carries the girl's body back 
to his grave. I've seen better. —D.S. 


THE DEVIL'S RAIN (1975) Directed by 
Robert Fuest. Starring Ernest Borg- 
nine, Eddie Albert, William Shatner, 
Keenan Wynn, Tom Skerrit, Joan 
Prather, Ida Lupino. 


THE DEVIL'S RAIN is a disappoint- 
ing horror film. The acting is wooden 
and the screenplay by Gabe Essoe. 
James Ashton and Gerald Hopman 
manages to be only moderately 
suspenseful The film's thin plot 
centers on Corbis’ (Ernest Borgnine) 
allempls lọ recover a book of 
demonic ntuals—iaken from him. 
some 300 years earlier—he needs in 
order to deliver souls to his master. 
Satan. The present owner of said 
book and most of her family fall 
victim to Corbis’ considerable wrath, 

The film mixes static sequences 
full of lifeless dialogue with sickening 
close-ups of hideous faces, climaxing 


cA 


THE STEPFORD WIVES (1975) Direc- 
(ей by Bryan Forbes. Starring Kather- 
ine Ross, Paula Prentiss, Peter Mas- 


terson, Patrick O'Neal, Nanette 
Newman, Tina Louise. 
THE STEPFORD WIVES is adapted 


from Ira Levin's (ROSEMARY'S BABY) 
novel of the same name, The women 
in the small New England town of 
Stepford are much like the ones in the 
Lux commercial who compare their 
hands after one side of the street gets 
a maid for a week. They are quite 
literally automatons geared toward 
the care of their husbands and 
children, grocery shopping. keeping a 
tidy household and baking cookies. 
When two new families move in, the 
secently-arrived wives. Joanna and 
Bobby (Katherine Ross and Paula 
Prentiss), sense there is “something 
wrong in Ihe town of Stepford.” At a 
consciousness-raising session they 
are unable to stir up anything but 
recipe chatter and dialogue straight 
ош о! a Proctor and Gamble commer- 
cial, But before the film is over. 
Joanna and Bobby become carbon 
Copies of their neighbors, dressing 
like Southern belles in floor-length 
gowns and wide-brimmed, straw hats 
for trips to the supermarket. ~ 

A script hike this could have been a 
comedy. Instead, director Bryan 
Forbes, with the help of a William 
Goldman screenplay (vastly humor- 
less), has tried to create a "modern: 
suspense story mixed with translu- 
cently “timely” social comment. The 
only modem thing about STEPFORD 
WIVES is its tokenism used in an 
effort to trap liberal audiences into 
buying tickets. Its disappointingly 
small amount of suspense involves 
the disappearance of Joanna's mon- 
grel, Fred, a dog of indiscriminate 
breed that looks like a walking pinata 
and is the single most intriguing 
character in the entire movie. 

The Stepford husbands are even 
less interesting than their wives. One 
finds it hard to imagine how the 
women, automated as they are, could 
find anything of value in such un- 
attractive, boring, lackluster, surpris- 
ingly old men. STEPFORD WIVES 
exhibits a stupefying ignorance of 
what men want and need. — —J.T. 


in a which the devil 
worshippers melt into puddles of 
colored wax. To top it all off, an 
illogical ending leaves the audience 
(that small portion of it still awake at 
least) wondering whether good or evil 
has triumphed, 


scene in 


Playing his role with tongue in 
cheek and an impish gleam in his eye, 
Borgning makes Corbis seem comical 
when he should be menacing. As the 
film's hero, Eddie Alberi is totally 
miscast and manages to breathe but 
scant life into the role. William 
Shatner їв believable as a tortured 
soul who becomes a creature of dark- 
ness. while screen veteran Ida Lupino 
and Keenan Wynn are wasted in 
cameo roles. 

Monster fans worthy of the name 
should know enough to keep out of 
THE DEVIL'S RAIN. —N.W 


BEYOND THE DOOR (1975) Directed 
by Oliver Hellman. Starring Juliet 
Mills, Richard Johnson, Elizabeth 
Turner, David Colin. 


Before going to see BEYOND THE 
DOOR. | suspected that the film 
would be nothing more than a trashy 
succession of special effects, the 
kind that made THE EXORCIST such 
a boxoffice success. Upon seeing the 
movie, my suspicion was confirmed. | 


can say with assurance that what lies 
beyond the door is just a tedious 
waste of time and money. 

The film's plot is a repulsive one. 
Juliet Mills plays the part of Jennifer, 
the mother of two, who becomes 
Pregnant, much to the surprise of her 
husband and herself. It is quickly 
established that her husband is not 
responsible for the pregnancy, and 
from here on the movie follows а 
story line that is purposeless, 
confusing and exceedingly inane. The 
characters are remarkably underde- 
veloped, the special effects sloppy, 
and the dialogue а feeble-minded 
attempt to connect otherwise unre- 
lated scenes. 

For anyone who considers himself 
а connoisseur of horror films, а trip 
BEYOND THE DOOR would he in- 
finitely ill-advised смс. 


SHRIEK OF THE MUTILATED (1974) 
Directed by Michael Findlay. Starring 
Alan Brock, Jennifer Stock, Michael 
Harris, Tawn Ellis, Darcy Brown. 


MOONCHILD (1974) Directed by Alan 
Gadney. Starring Victor Buono, John 
Carradine, Mark Travis, Janel Land- 
gaard, Pat Renella, William Challe. 


Good thing SHRIEK OF THE MU- 
TILATED and MOONCHILD гап 10- 
gether. И they ever come back the 
Same way, you can conveniently skip. 
them both. 


Opening with a gratuitous decapi- 
tation and crammed with the 
cheapest, most meaningless gore I've 


Seen in years, SHRIEK OF THE 
MUTILATED is about a college pro- 
fessor who organizes ill-fated student 
field trips to capture an American 
Yeti, But, as it turns out, this light- 
footed fluff monster is really the 
prof.’s accomplice. and both men 


THE LAND THAT TIME ‘FORGOT 
(1975) Directed by Kevim Connor. 
Starring Doug McClure, John McEn- 
ery, Susan Penhaligon, Keith Barron, 
Anthony Ainley. 


THE ISLAND AT THE TOP OF THE 
WORLD (1975) Directed by Robert 
Stevenson. Starring David Hartman, 
Donald Sinden, Jacques Marin, David 
Gwillim, Agneta Echemyr. 


These two movies are pretty hard to 
talk about separately. Both concern 
the discovery of a lost civilization ina 
remote location (which. | guess,-is 
why they're lost) by an expedition 
composed mainly of foreigners 
(ISLAND: British/French, LAND 
German) with one pretty girl involved 
(ISLAND: Agneta Echemyr, LAND 
Susan Penhaligon) and a dull 
American hero (ISLAND: David 
Hartman, LAND: Doug McClure). The 
special effects in both are equally 
unsatisfactory. 

ISLAND, from the Disney people, 
features a tribe of Vikings whom the 
intruding expedition embroil in a 
power struggle between (more or less) 
religion and politics. Donald Sinden, 
as an irascible but lovable explorer 
searching for his lost son, runs away 
with the film mainly because he can 
act and thus adds conviction to this 


beiong to an international society of 
cannibals. Violence would damage 
the meat. however, so the college 
kids in question must be scared to 
death before winding up on the dinner 
table. 

This is trash, and ugly trash at that. 

Artistically, MOONCHILD is infin- 
itely better. This is not to say it's an 
entertaining film. Rather, its а 
confused, tedious and rather depress- 
ing tale of a wandering reincarnate 
who, once every 25 years, is drawn to 
a castle hotel staffed by Medieval 
inquisitors who have had it in for this 


alleged heretic lo ‘these many 

centuries. Мода Buono and John 
Be Wiel 

* 


Carradine give good performanc 
but are definitely wasted in this on: 

After seeing this dismal double bill 
I went home hoping a TV show would 
pick up my spirits. The best | could 
find was Johnny Carson...and he was 
absent as usual =05 


Gtherwise silly enterp: st 

na sequence details the expedi 
опъ (Jules Verne-inspired) airship 
maneuvering through an Arctic ice 
maze to reach the warm interior 


lands. The Пит is loaded with matte- 
work, most of it very apparent. This 
bland movie is unfortunately based 
оп lan Cameron's fine novel. The Lost 
Ones. 

LAND at jeast has monsters 
tost копа With a GP-rating. the film 
is also rougher and more exciting It 
has a parallel sequence to ISLAND as 
а submarine crewed by war-weary 
Germans and Americans threads its 
way to an interior land by navigating 
through underwater obstacles The 
fim is fairly bloody—the camera 
stays close to the action and some 
fast cutting helps maintain the 
suspense. It is, curiously, extremely 
hard on its dinosaurs, killing mast of 
them off for little reason. The special 
effects are most disappointing, 
LAND makes use of full-scale 
mechanical creatures (by Roger 
Dicken) that are simply ludicrous 
(How this film cries out for a 
Harryhausen!) The film ends with a 
Doomsday/Eden device, as McClure 
and Susan Penhaligon, having sur- 
wived carnage and erupting voica- 
noes, trudge off hand in hand to see 
about Starting Over. —D.8. 
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YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN + 
The great Mel Brooks 

‘movie's now a book! You 

SE e ис story PLUS 

[E pages of incredibie 

holes from the movie. 
iy 51.80, 


KARLOFF AND COMPA, 
КҮ Exciting history of 
veryining trom the fear- 
fut wanderings of Boris 
Као е Frankenstein 
monster ҷо the demonic 
Favings of Vincent Price. 
Crammed with эпи 

at only 


m 
пыта 
MONSTER, Жыш, 
вале 
а 
TUA 


GHOULS 
AND 
THINGS 


ÉOLTERGEISTS.. Giant 
Paperback, dealing ine 
төз (тону. ghosts 
forthe unintormed) weil 
(йиз еб "and. interest 
tng reading: Оту $200 


WEREWOLVES. 501. 
cover books which covers 
fat оту the real. and 
Imagined werewolves. of 
histor) but the screens 
Greatest werewolves, 
Starting: trom Lon Сва. 
fey. Only $2.00 


STRANGE ENCOUNT- 
EORR c 
fantastic, Tul эшле 
Eruca 
ES ‘rave оту 


THE GOLDEN voYAGi 
OFF SNSB" O Noei 
AE EE 
by Bay Harryhausen. 
Whitten’ by Steve Hart 


Fantastic. Only $1.00 


FRANKENSTEIN |, The 


BORIS KARLOFF Di- 

GEST. Twelve stories of 

terror and horror И 

ted with color drawings. 

Great bargain, all пана: 

ted by the grèat канон 
sc 


‘nly 


Shelley s ci 


MUMMIES.. Paperback 
коска 
ing 10 togay, Also movie 
umiest Many Пази. 
fons, oniy $2 


VAMPIRES. WERE- 
WOLVES AND GHOULS 

‘The enigma ot numan 
aionstor нев tis 
Stories оп Colorado сап. 
iuis, and many others 
Tse 


TALES OF THE 


TALES OF THE MYSTE- 
MOUs O. Algernon 
Blackwood Was (е кра 
ai aysen 7 fantasy / 
Толот ане store 
аза he proves itin ins fat 
Rarscover edition. 40 
ages containing 23 


ынет! 


VAMPIRE 
BOOKS 


VAMPIRES.. another 
paper АКТ. overs 
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THE FIRST TMT FAN ART EXHIBIT 


Sinister staffers at the sprawling TMT Art Department аге 
constantly being deluged by fan artists submitting their work 
in the hope of seeing it reproduced in the pages of this 
publication. Unfortunately, space limitations prohibit our 
printing all but the most miniscule handful of these artistic 
efforts, though some of said efforts are infinitely worthy of 
publication. Therefore, in an attempt to at least partially cor- 


rect this artistic injustice, we decided to present on this very 
page a sampling of the sinister unsolicited illustrations 
and cartoons that have found their way into the hands and 
hearts of our sharp-eyed art staffers. We wish we had room 
to run more of these eerie efforts by unsung fantasy fan 
artists, but for now, we fear, these will have to suffice. Г] 


(И you like to draw, and have some eerie artwork to show-send it to us here at The Monster Times, e/o Fon 
Arl Box 95, Old Chelsea Station, New York: NY. 10011) 


What Sight REALLY Made The Young 
Archaeologist Go Insane With Laughter 
in “THE MUMMY”? 


Бч жышт 


V | 1 
"YOU HAVE PERFECT VISION... 
20, 20, 20, 20, 20, 20...” 


No flyglasses needed for the subj 
panel cartoon by Brooklynite. 


HE SAYS TO HURRY, 
чаи ше HE'S AFRAID OF HEIGHTS. 


z Stove Peters, of Indianapolis, Indiana, 
тарашы contributes this cartoon about an unlucky alien. 
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"Big" Ted Mann, TMT's highly 
trusted, occasionally credible 
Canadian correspondent, has 
been following for several years 
the progress of noted Sasquatch 
hunter George 'The Фпаке" 
Fraser. Frasers search for the 
elusive Sasquatch—distant cou- 
sin to the Bigfoot, or Yeti, or 
Abominable Snowman, or all 
three—has taken him across the 
wilds of darkest British Colum- 
bia, and often back again, in 
hopes of capturing one of the 
cunning beasts for the benefit of 
all ankind. "Big" Ted's chronicle 
of Fraser's quest begins herewith 
and ends at the conclusion... 


BY "BIG" TED MANN 


i you take a map of British 
Columbia, Canada and place your 
thumb on a small town called 
Richmond, you will cover an area 
where there have been repeated 
Sasquatch sightings over the 
past three years. What, you ask, 
is a Sasquatch? Is it different 
from a ‘Bigfoot,’ "Yeti ог 
"Abominable Snowman? Well, 
most Sasquatch hunters feel that. 
the creature is at least distantly 
related to all three. However, 
they rate it superior in strength, 
speed, cunning and cleanliness. 
Donald "The Snake’ Fraser, а 
Canadian bush pilot, trapper and 
author, says in his recent book, 
The Sasquatch: Myth or Legend? 


"In all the years I have 
spent trying to track down the 
Sasquatch only three times have 
I been close enough to be able to 
say positively that it was a 
Sasquatch and not a mutated 
bear. They are as fast as a 
weasel, as cunning as a wolve- 
rine, as tireless as a manatee and 
as shy as a new married squaw. 
That's why most people neither 
see nor care to search for the 
Sasquateh." 


Do Sasquatches exist? Fraser 
produces strong evidence in the 
form of photographs, plaster 
casts of footprints, and reliable 
eyewitness accounts which argue 
well for his case. He even claims 
io have captured a Sasquatch 
some years ago. 

“I was out in the Southwest 
Marine area, not too far from my 
cabin. Big Oz and Firewater 
Dave” (his two longtime assist- 
ants) “were helping me pull a 
travois of supplies home for 
Sunday. We were just about at 
the Dunbar Trail-when Big Oz 
heard a noise in a tree. This was 
the tree where Big Oz kept his 
pemmican cache and instine- 
tively he raised his rifle to his 
shoulder and loosed two rounds 
into the tree. We heard a muffled 
cry, then something big dropped 
to the ground. It lay moaning 
beneath the tree as we cautiously 
approached. 


‘Probably a manatee,’ said 
Big Oz,raising his rifle. Td better 
make sure of him.’ By then I was 
close enough so that I could be 
almost sure it was а Sasquatch. 


‘Wait! I shouted. 


“Five minutes later we had the 
creature securely bound and 
were discussing our next step. I 
hardly listened as my two 
assistants made plans for the 
creature. To have captured a 
Sasquatch after all these years! 


"Firewater Dave wanted to 
take the animal back to the 
village right away and sell him to 
Mr. Barnes, the American 
sportsman who was staying with 
the mayor. Dave felt sure we 
would get a good price for the 

imal. ‘Americans got lots of 
;' he said to me earnestly. I 
couldnt help smiling at his 
ignorance. I explained that the 
Sasquatch was more than just 
another freak for people to gawk 
at, that it was an important 
addition to our knowledge of the 
world around us. Just then the 
creature started a furious grunt- 
ing. I looked over to see Big Oz 


The Mighty Sasquatch: 


White Man's hunt. TMT's Canadian correspondent, Ted “Big’ 
'archer George ‘Snake’ Fraser may be nearing the end of his quest for 


Sasquatch. 
the legendary beast. 
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Mann, reports that 


` IN SEARCH OF THE 


jumping back in surprise, ‘He's a 
fesity one, said ту helper, 
holding up the end of a pine 
branch the creature had bitten 
ol in fury when Oz had stuffed it. 
in his mouth. 

“We decided he was too big 
and dangerous for us to move 
alone. We'd have to go back into 
the village for help. That was our 
biggest mistake. We left the 
travois and headed back to town. 
When we returned four hours 
later, the creature was gone, as 
were half the supplies, We found 
the leather thongs he had been 
tied with cut clean through—as if 
with a knife. I looked at big Oz in 
surprise—this meant that the 
animal used tools. Oz just 
shrugged and said, ‘Now how 
was we supposed to know he had 


a knife on him, under all that 


hai 


Ше а 


This purported photo of the Sasquatch 
monster, taken by unidentified snapper, 
appeared in the December 7th, 1975 

п of the SAN FRANCISCO CHRON- 


FURTHER SASQUATCH 
SIGHTINGS 


‘Snake’ Fraser is not the only 
one to have written of the 
Sasquatches in the area. Others 
have described their experiences 
with the animal to reporters 
from the outside world who have 
been brave and persistent 
enough to make the trek from 


the nearest city of any size, 
Seattle. Some of the stories are 
farfetched and fantastic, and it is 
possible that the people who told 
them only did so in order to 
impress the American reporter. 
or to con him into giving them а 
shiny jack-knife. But it does not 
do to dismiss these tales out of 
hand. After all, only а hundred 
years ago people did not believe 
in the germ theory of disease or 
that man would ever set foot on 
the moon. 

Big Debbie, the wife of a local 
trapper, reports that she has 
seen a Sasquateh on several 
occasions. "The last time," she 
says, in an interview in the 
Seattle Post Intelligencer, was 
late in August. It was Chief 
Billy's birthday, and my old man 
he was in the village drinking. I 
‘not been so well then—hear 
voices all the time—so I stay 
home and listen to Don Messer's 
Jubilee on the new radio. 'Bout. 
twelve o'clock I hear noises in the 
hide shed. I figure my old man he 
come home drink too much. After 
while I take torch and go have 
look see. I open door and shine 
lantern in—looks like big moose 
hide jump up and run at me. I tell 
you I plenty scare. I must be 
"bout ten feet tall maybe. It 


knock me right down over 
backwards, Then I see him 
runaway." 


Snake Fraser visited the scene 
of the sighting several days later. 
"The weather had been cold and 
the footprints were still visible, 
lucky for me. I would say from 
looking at them that this animal 
was probably a young Sasquatch 
who had not yet acquired a fear 
of humans." The footprints were 
not as large as an adults 
normally are and they were not 
as deep. This would indicate that 
the animal did not weigh as much 
as the mature beast. What is 
surprising about this case is that 
the animal attacked Mrs. Debbie. 
This is the only case I have ever 
heard of a human being attacked 
by a Sasquatch. Mind you, if 
you're attacked by a Sasquatch 
you probably aren't going to be 
telling anybody about it anyway, 
as you will probably be dead.” 


Another local who reports 
seeing a Sasquatch is fishing 
guide Mike Melanson. "I just got 
in from a two-week trip and I was 
picking up some supplies in the 
general store when old Granny 
Kaplan waves me over with her 
newspaper. I figured she wanted 
to talk to me about her dreams, 
She's always dreaming about 
weird things. Her father, the cat 

sometimes I don't think she 
can tell whether she's awake or 
asleep. Anyway she asks me who 
ihe hippies are that are staying 
in my cabin. I told her I didn't 
know there were any hippies in 
my cabin; but she says they 
moved in the day after I left on 
my last trip. Well, double-dag 

t-it that makes me mad. 
These bopsters or whatever they 
е come up here to take 
advantage of the Code of the 
North. They figure it entitles 
them to break down the door, 
drink the liquor, smoke the 


W cigarettes and use the glasses for 


/ ashtrays. 
ropers 


Well, those stump- 
have another thing 
if they think they're 
going to get away with that. I get 
Teal mad you see because the 
Code of the North is supposed to 
be for starved trappers and so 
"on—l mean they're entitled to 
just walk into your cabin. But not 
ho rat -, eat-— bunch of dog. 
luppies. So 1 grab my manatee 
rifle and I head right out there. 
When I get up on top of 
Shaunessy Bluff, Г ean see them 
down below sittin’ out front of 
my cabin in my brand new Sears 
Roebuck deck chairs. My first 
shot went a little wide and it's a 
lucky thing for them. They both ' 
lept up and ran for the woods like 
a couple of goats with pokers up 
their —--. Well when I got down 
to the cabin wasn't I surprised to 
see the size of their feet. I 
figured either these hippies got 
the biggest feet Lever seen 
or they weren't hippies at all. I 
gave Snake Fraser the news 
when I saw him two days later at 


A comparison chart based on reported 
Sasquatch sightings demonstrates beyond 
а doubt that the monster is not only taller 
than man, but bigger to boot. 


Chief ВШу'в anniversary party. 
He come out with all his 
plaster-of-paris stuff and looked 
at the tracks. He said they were 
Sasquatches for sure. Well 
Sasquatches or hippies I don't 
care, I don't want the long-haired 
sons of hanging around my 
place." 

"You see what I must deal 
with,” explains Fraser in his 
book. "Many of the local people 
are ignorant and suspicious of 
anything new. It is very hard to 
get them to accept new ideas and 
convince them that these discov- 
eries may one day help all 
mankind. Mr. Melanson, for 
instance, attempted to shoot at 
the animals without any provoca- 
tion and has threatened many 
times since to shoot them on 
sight. I just cannot seem to make 
him understand that they are 
more valuable to the world alive 
than dead. By his actions he has 
taught these creatures to be 
afraid of man; if they believe us 
to be irrational and violent there 
is little likelihood that they will 
ever make deliberate contact 
with us. Chief Billy has told me 
that during the time of his 


grandfather, Chief Ingram-on- 
Lonsdale, the Indian people of 
the north shore had much 
peaceful contaet with the Sas 
quatch. Apparently, when the 
white man came with his 
whiskey, a young brave into his 
bottle behaved aggressively to 
one of the Sasquatch people. 
"Nu, says Chief Billy, with a 
twinkle in his eye, "гоп 
headed Cur him very bad man. 
Him say he stuff mattress with 
big Sasquateh. Sasquatch very 


Enlarged frame from the late Roger Patter- 
son's film of alleged Sasquatch shows 
monster walking through woods near Bluff 
Creek, Northern California. 


big but got heart like chicken. 
Sasquatch run away, never come 
back to fires of tribe. Wrong- 
headed Cur him kill two 
mounties instead. Later white 
man find Wrongheaded Cur and 
white lady from across ocean' 
"this would be Queen Victoria) 
"she say them fire his arms out of 
cannon, Or maybe Цвеу hang 
him, Chief Billy not sure." 


SASQUATCH HUNTER 
HARBORS HOPE 


"Yes, in the past contact was 
possible. I would like to make 
contact again. This fall a group of 
‘Americans have agreed to 
finance my biggest hunt yet. 
We'll be going after that ‘quatch 
with everything we've got: 
helicopters, heatseeking anes 
thetic missiles, water bombers 
loaded with ether. We've even 
got permission from the govern- 
ment to try and flush him out 
with a forest fire. There are a lot 
of problems to be worked out but 
I'm confident we can do it. 

"Sure we're spending a lot of 
money, but I believe, and so do 
my American — backers—the 
Lazard Freres Circus and Carni- 
val—that this animal will be of 
great benefit to mankind if we 
can capture him alive. It'll also 
give the local economy a real shot 
in the arm. 


Unidentified Tibetan holds up сар 
fashioned from Yeli scalp for benefit of 
Western photographers. The legendary 
Yeti is helieved to be a creature cousin of 
the Sasquatch, currently being sought by 
the tireless ‘Snake’ Fraser. 


Will ‘Snake’ Fraser succeed in 
capturing the elusive beast he 
has sought for so many years? 
Well, this fall should huld the 
answer. Mr. Fraser has agreed to 
keep THE MONSTER TIMES 
informed of his progress from 
time to time and we wish him the 
best of luck and hope to hear 
from him soon. 
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For months now our Teletype 
pages have been heralding William 
Castles planned adaptation of 
Thomas Page's "The Hephaestus 
Plague," a nefarious novel about 
an attempted world takeover by 
hordes of incendiary cockroaches. 
Well, that intriguing tale has finally 
hit the screen under the more 
succinct title of “BUG!,” and here 
to tell all about it is TMT writer Ron 
Haydock. And, just for extra added 
info, TMT correspondent Vince 
Bossone offers the results of his 
talk with novelist-screenwriter 
Thomas Page about translating the 
bug-oriented book to the scream 
screen. 


М... Castles BUG! is the most 


suocking new horror film to surface since 
THE EXORCIST, at least in this creature 
critic's humble opinion. Many of the 
chilling shock sequences in Castle's new 
Paramount color release should, in fact, 
shudder the spine of even the most jaded 
fright fan. 

Based on Thomas Page's novel, The 
Hephaestus Plague, and scripted by Page 
and producer Castle himself, BUG! is a 
well-wrought si terror tale about an 
earthquake in Riverside, California that 
opens up a deep black chasm from which 
swarm out thousands of fire roaches: 
intelligent, earbon-eating, foot-long cock- 
roaches with flame-shooting tails. And 
because these large, hideous-looking 
roaches feed on fire, they immediately 
start setting ablaze just about everything 
in sight, including cars, houses, animals. 
and people. 

As scientist James Parmiter, Bradford 
Dillman works desperately to try and 
control this frightening invasion of deadly 
bugs. Becoming inordinately obsessed by 
the fire roaches, Dillman not only 
discovers their weakness but, secretly 
saving one roach for himself, holes up in a 
desolate shack on the outskirts of the city 
where he begins feverishly experimenting 
to develop a hybrid firebug that can 
overeome said weak: These covert ex- 
periments in turn give birth to a new, 
even deadlier generation of firebugs. In- 
stead of simply crawling across the 
ground to attack, the new, improved 
roaches have sprouted wings and can fly! 


FIERY FILM FUN 


Overall, William Castle's BUG! 
eye-awakening spectacle of sciene 
horror, and even if the acting is a bit 
overdone jn some scenes and a mite too 
casual in others, the total effect of the pro- 
duction is really quite startling and very 
entertaining. 

Scenes of the firebugs swarming out of 
the chasm to attack scientist Dillman 
literally explode on the screen, and other 
sequences, including the earthquake that 
spawned all the horror and scenes of the 
firebugs crawling over the walls of 
Dillman's shack and communicating with 
him by forming their bodies into letters of 
the alphabet, are extremely effective. 
Also, despite the stomach-churning horror 
of the firebugs flying or crawling around 
and putting the torch to people, there's a 
lot of simply good “film fun" in the picture, 
particularly in seenes where you, the 
audience, know there's a firebug creeping 
up someone's back without that person 
knowing it...until it’s too late, of course. 


NU 
TY 


cues 
NORD!) 


Y 


gv RO 


а 
TINO Ў 
You wouldn't expect Gruesome Gimmick King William Castle to populate his film with ordinary kitchen- 


variety roaches, would you? No, Bill's bugs are nothing less than foot-long INCENDIARY roaches who not 
only put the torch to flammable beings but eventually learn to fly. 


BUG's fire roaches, incidentally, are 
real insects, not mechanical models. 
They're laboratory-grown cockroaches 
that were trained to “act” by one of the 
world’s foremost insect experts, Professor 
Karoly Fogassy of the University of 
California. In fact, producer Castle even 
had Hercules, the lead player of the bug 
cast, insured by Lloyds of London for one 
million dollars while the film was in 
production! 

Although BUG! hardly needs any 
special exploitation gimmick to help sell it, 
Castle has nevertheless been toying with 
the idea of installing under theater seats a 
floor-mounted windshield wiper device 
that will softly brush across your feet and 
ankles at key moments in the film. In the 
"50s and '60s, Castle was famous for this 
sort of extra added horror movie treat: for 


THE HOUSE ON HAUNTED HILL a 
skeleton dangled over the audience; for 13 
GHOSTS you wore 3-D glasses in order to 
see the title characters; for THE 
TINGLER certain theater rows were 
wired for shocks; and for MR. SARDONI- 
CUS the story was halted at the climax in 
order to let the audience decide whether 
the villain in the film should live or die. If 
nothing else, Castle certainly contradicts 
the old canard that you can’t teach an old 
producer new tricks. 

Meanwhile, other than ROSEMARY'S 
BABY and SHANKS (a macabre romp 
that's been greatly misunderstood by 
American audiences), BUG! ranks as 
Castle's best film to date, and certainly 
one of the top horror shockers currently 
making theater rounds. 

—Ron Haydock 


The Monster Times 


A Roach By Any Other Name: Veteran 
fright film producer William Castle 
changed fiick's title from the obscure 
HEPHAESTUS PLAGUE, the name of the 
novel by Thomas Page, to the pithier 
BUG! Here the title characters cavort 

\ atop the appropriately screaming face 
of an understandably frightened victim 
in suspenseful sequence from the film 


‘THE SUBJECT WAS ROACHES 


What sort of man could give life to so 
suspenseful and frightening a fiction work 
as The Hephaestus Plague, the novel that 
served as the-basis for William Castle's 
BUG!? Well, like many folks working in 
the terror trade, Thomas Page is one of 
the most unpretentious and pleasant 
people one could ever hope to meet. We 
talked with the 34-year-old author 
recently in the Upper West Side 
apartment of theatrical producer Joel 
Dein, through whom we first met Mr. 
Page. The following is the result of that 
conversation... 

TMT: Could you tell us a little about 
your background? 

Page: I spent about nine years in New 
York where I held various jobs. I got into 
Columbia film school where П began 
writing screenplays. Eventually I got a 
job in an advertising firm working on 
publicity for such films as WILLARD, 
JOE and THE GODFATHER. 

ТМТ: How did you come to write The 
Hephaestus Plague? 

Page: I spent some time living in South 
Carolina where, as in most of the South, 
insecis are in abundance. I had a room- 
mate who was-an entomologist. I started 
doing research in the field myself. 

ТМТ: How did you feel about William 
Castle using your novel for a film project? 

age: Actually, I was quite excited 
about it. 1 had seen some of his films, such 
as THE TINGLER, when I was younger. I 
admired his work a great deal. His films 
are great fun. 

TMT: You share screenwriting credit. 
with Castle on BUG!. Can you tell me 
something about how you worked 
together? 

Page: We spent about three weeks in 
his office working out the changes neces- 
sary to bring the novel to the screen. It 
was a give-and-take relationship. Some 
things work fine on paper, but visually 
can't be realized. Writing and filmmaking 


The Monster Times 


are two different fields; varying tech- 
niques are required in each case. 

‘TMT: It has been reported that in some 
theaters “feelers” will be placed under 
certain seats which will brush against the 
viewers’ legs whenever the “bugs” appear 
on the sereen. Castle is famous for 
“gimmicks” like this. Does this bother you 
atall? 

Page: I'm not sure they'll be going 
through with that idea, but in answer to 
your question it doesn’t disturb me in the 
least. Mr. Castle is a showman. He 
believes movies should be entertaining 
and his certainly are. 

TMT: How did you come by the title 
‘The Hephaestus Plague? 

Page: In mythology, Hephaestus was 
the Greek god of fire and metal-making. 1 
felt it an appropriate title considering the 
fire-producing attributes of these crea- 
tures from inside the earth. Afterward, 


ТР. ДЕРЕ = 
BUG! producer William Castle with roach star Hercu- 
les. The invaluable insect was insured by Lloyds of 
London for no less than a million smackers. 


however, I had second thoughts about my 
choice. Most people are not familiar with 
the name Hephaestus and therefore would 
have no idea what the book was about. 

TMT: Did you have any fears that 
maybe the theme of inseets threatening 
the world possibly had been overworked 
considering films such as THEM, 
DEADLY MANTIS, PHASE IV, etc.? 

Page: Not at all. I think there will 
always be a place for material like this, as 
long as it is done well. People love to be 
scared. 

TMT: Can you tell us anything about 
the special effects used for BUG!? 

Page: The roaches were put through 
their paces by Ken Middleham, who did 
the magnificent effects on PHASE IV. The 
scenes with the roaches were shot in the 
basement of his home. Three different 
species of South American jungle roaches 
were used. 
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TMT: Were you pleased with the 
transformation from novel to film? 

Page: Very much so. The film has- 
already won the best film at the 
Inte ional Science-Fiction Convention 
at Paris this year. I saw the film and it 
really scared me. The suspense is built 
logically and effectively. 

ТМТ: I guess that's about it. Thanks а 
lot. 

Page: My pleasure. 

—Vince Bossone 


+.. 


BUG! (1975 Paramount. Produced by 
William Castle. Directed by Jeannot 
Szware. Screenplay by William Castle and 
Thomas Page, from The Hephaestus 
Plague by Thomas Page. Starring 
Bradford Diliman, Joanna Miles, Richard 
Gilliland, Jamie Smith Jackson, Alan 
Fudge, Jesse Vint, Patty McCormack. Г} 


THE 
INVASION 


IN THEIR OWN WEIRD WORDS... 
The world of sleazy independent 
horror film-making can be a truly 
terrifying one to behold, even 
from the relative safety of THE 
MONSTER TIMES Editorial Desk. 
That contention is more than 
borne out by writer Joel Vance, 
who describes his eerie adven- 
tures doing overdubs for just 
such a band of sleazy independ- 
ent horror film-makers in the 
following article. 


Ж sitting in my easy chair 
one afternoon four years ago 
when my friend Eddie called. 

“I need a thousand dollars, no 
questions asked," he said. 

“I haven't got a thousand 
dollars; I said. "Can I ask a 
question now?" Z 

“Sure,” Eddie said. 

“What do you want it for?" 

There was a pause on the other 


always wanted to make—1 
RETURN OF WHITE PONG: 
Eddie said disappoint- 


THE BLOOD FARMERS. About 
a bunch of outer-space guys who 
pump the blood out of a lot of hil 
billies so they can make a magic 
potion that will restore their 
dead queen ruler to life. It’s got a 
lot of butcher-shop scenes—real 
gory junk. This picture is strictly 
for the drive-in theaters in the 
sticks.” 

Three months went by. Then 
Eddie called again, asking me to 
meet him at a small recording 
studio. When I got there, the 
author of the screenplay (a tall, 
amiable chap with a commenda- 
ble capacity for good beer) 
smiled at те through his 
drooping moustachios and hand- 
ed me a slip of paper with a 
typewritten paragraph of copy 
on it. 

“That.” said the author, “will 
bring the running time of the 
picture up to the required 86 
minutes. Otherwise the distribu- 
tor can't sell the movie to theater 
owners." 

Eddie said: "We finished up 
the movie, paid off all the actors, 
cleaned up the mes: 

The author nodded, the brim of 
his soft leather hat flopping. "We 
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Actor assumes malevolent mien in a typically cryptic scene from INVASION OF THE BLOOD FARMERS. quite 
possibly the worst fright flick ever made. Among the cast members of whom the film failed to make horrific 


household names were Norman 
and directed. 


had to wash а lot of ketchup, off 
the walls. I get killed’ in the 
picture. Eddie does, too. Gory.” 

"Right" Eddie said. “When 
you see it, you'll throw up. 
‘Anyway, we've got the film in 
the can. We run an answer print 
and find out we're six minutes 
short. So here's what we're 
gonna do—we have some leftover 
shots of the bad guys running 
around in bathrobes—we didn’t 
have the budget for real 
costumes, They're jumping up 
and down and waving torches. 

The author said: "Thé, reason 
they're jumping up and down is 
because we didn't have the 
budget for real torches. So we 
rolled up newspapers and set 
them on fire. They burned quick 
and the actors were scared of 
their hands getting fried." 

Eddie tapped the paper I was 
holding. “So you'll read this copy 
slowly and we'll overdub your 
voice on the bathrobe shots. 
That'll give us the extra six 
minutes we need. Try it out for 
effect." 

Ilooked at the paragraph: 


They were demons. They 
thrived on the lives of innocents. 
They were Ше blood drinking 
Druids! For thousands of years 
they lay silent and forgotten. 
Then, suddenly, they awoke! 
Some say that when the winds 
howl and the sea beats against 
the rocky shore, it is again the 
night of the Druids. It is..the 
Invasion of the Blood Farmers! 

Iread it in a Peter Lorre voice. 
Then a Karloff voice. Eddie and 
the author shook their heads. 


Kelly, Tanna Hunter, Bruce Detrick and Jack Neubeck. Ed Adium produced 


Crazed cracker runs amok in INVASION OF THE BLOOD FARMERS, predecessor of 
SHRIEK OF THE MUTILATED. According to author Vance, the film opened to dismal 


reviews but bounteous boxoffice returns. 


“No. Too familiar, You sound 


Stewart?” 

"Far out!” they 
“We'll roll the tape.” 

The engineer signalled from 
the control booth. The red 
RECORD light came on. 

“Wal, now, y'see, these—these 
—these—Druid fellers..." 

Eddie and the author pon- 


chorused. 


dered. 

“Roll the tape again,” I said. 
“ГИ do it as James Mason." 

1 did it. Eddie gave a conspira- 
torial giggle. “We love it. That's 
the one we'll use. But you realize 
that if the real James Mason sues 
us you'll have to come into court 
and prove you talk like that all 
the time.” 

“If Mason sues us," I said, “tell 
him to lay off or we'll sic White 
Pongo on him.” 


A month later Eddie called for 
the third time. I wound up doing 
the voice on the "coming attrac- 
tions” trailer. Back to the 
recording studio. I sat in a small, 
stuffy booth facing an oldfasb- 
ioned microphone as big and flat 
as a pancake. I watched a thin, 
faded, black and white “work 
print" running on a small sereen. 
As the film ran an electrie clock 
kept the time in seconds. I 
started speaking as the clock 
sign flashed “25.” I was using a 
normal voice. The copy had been 
prepared by a film distributor 
salesman. I memorized the lines 
and watched the film as I read 
them. 

“Terror! Terror that will keep 
you on the edge of your seat as 
you enter the horrifying world of 
the rampaging—outhouse?" 

“CUT!” yelled Eddie. “Joel, 
what happened? You ruined the 
take.” 

“I was watching the screen. 
That scene with the farmer in the 
outhouse—that's not actually in 
the movie, is it?" 

Eddie shrugged. "Sure. 
thought it would add variety. 

“But it's pure sleaze," I said. 

Eddie gave a Cheshire cat 
grin. “It sure am, ain't it? Hee 
hee.” 

Finally the picture was fin- 
ished. Т saw it at a private 
screening. Even among Grade Z 
horror movies, BLOOD FARM- 
ERS was one of the worse—if not 
the worst—of all time. Could it 
possibly go over, even in the 
sticks? Would theater managers 
be tarred and feathered for 
booking it? Would James Mason 
sue? And why hadn't anybody 
heard from White Pongo? 

One day Eddie showed me 
some press clippings, reviews 
from papers like the Orion 
County Gazette, the Iowa Bugle- 
Times and the ВоопевуШе Free 
Democrat Tribune. Eddie sighed 
and placed his hand over his 
heart to show that he had found 
peace of mind. “I was beginning 
to wonder if anybody in the 
country had any taste left. Turns 
out they do. We've been panned 
everywhere the movie's played. 
I'm relieved to find out I'm not 


We 


the box-office?” I 


asked. 

Eddie ruffled through a pile of 
letters from the distributor. He 
squinted at a column of small 
towns and - villages and the 
amounts of money that had taken 
in at each theater. He nodded 
and puckered his lip 

“Not bad at all. Look, Joel, this 
thing goes into a drive-in and 
plays on a Saturday. night. The 
local teenagers are too busy 
dragging each other into the 
back seats to really pay any, 
attention to what's happening oit 
the sereen. Listen, you wanna 
work on my next picture? We're 
going for more character devel- 
opment this time. Not the one- 
dimensional, butcher-shop stuff. 
We want a class production.” 

“What's it called?" I said. 

“SHRIEK OF THE MUTI- 
LATED. Catchy, huh?" 
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in keeping with the current revival 

95 macabre, all the eerie 
а that's been appearing 
latelj in places where madmen 
normally tear to tread will be duly 
reported in this irregular column, 
THE MONSTER SCENE... 
brought to you by your friendly 
fiends-in-the-field at ТМТ. (. 
listen for the sound of applause.) 


A broken zipper 
_ can be 
a pain in the neck. 


TMT reader John Leary, of Seaford, 
New York, sent us this ad in which the 
makers of YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN 
and Talon Zippers, respectively, trade 
plugs for the film and a new metal 
zipper line, also respectively. The 
latter, incidentally, is designed for 
jeans and work pants but, according to 


FRIGHT 
FORECAST 


According to sci-fi writer Isaac Asimov 
(seen here holding a copy of ТМТ), 
"The chances are even that within 500 
years a city on earth will be hit by a 
meteorite.” Asimov unveiled that 
frightening forecast in the course of a 
lecture he recently delivered at the 
Institute on Man and Science in Rens- 
selaerville, New York, noting that in 
this century alone two sizable meteor- 
ites have landed in remote areas of 
Siberia. To insure earth’s safety, Isaac 
Suggests we form a "space patrol" that 
would utilize a device to disintegrate 
the meteorite before it crashed into the 
city. That's if the — aerosolsdon't 
getus first. 


From the L.A. FREE PRESS comes 
this Ron Cobb cartoon graphically 
depicting the potential .effeots of 
aerosol sprays on this planet. The 
sprays are said to destroy protective 
ozone in the atmosphere, without 
Which people could eventually fall 
Prey to skin cancer. Unless the 
aerosols are banned, and banned 
soon, aerosol manufacturers and their 
Mad Avenue pitchmen may succeed 
where several global wars failed and 
bring about the slow annihilation of 
the world’s populace. Lest you 
immediately set yourself to the grim 
task of making out your will, let it be 
known 


that such aerosols are 
gradually being replaced by less toxic 
sprays. D 


TMT INGENUE 
HITS BIG 


What issue of THE MONSTER TIMES 
would be complete without a plug for 
every fiend's favorite rising star, 
Jennifer Stock? Jennifer, you may 
recall, was the beauteous beneficiary 
of a lavishly praise-packed item on the 
Teletype pages of issue #41. Now the 
talented young actress-singer, star of 
the ill-fated SHRIEK OF THE MUTILA- 
TED [see elsewhere in this issue for 
our unkind review of that film), has 
achieved the ultimate recognition 
sought by budding celebs everywhere 
са pic + plug in Earl Wilson's 
column in the NEW YORK POST. We 
know that you, whether ап acquaint- 
ance of Jennifer's or not, will share 
with us a moment of contentment, 
secure in the knowledge that there are 
still those among us willing to extend 
a clutching hand to aid a struggling 
young artist. Remember, you saw her 

| firstin THE MONSTER TIMES. 


At this past summer's Newport Mu: 
Festival, choreographer Richard Eng- 
lund of the Ballet Repertory Company 
staged a ballet depicting the 
adventures of George Herriman's 
much-beloved KRAZY KAT, а surreal- 
istic syndicated strip that ran in the 
Hearst papers from 1911 until the early 
"40s. Krazy had earlier been adapted to 
the dance stage way back in 1922, 


anexcatient tipper tar monsters} е Lu 


HORROR HYPE 


ERAZY КАТ 
EOREOGRAPHED _— 


the ad copy, "also happens to Бе ап 
excellent zipper for monsters." Peter 
Boyle as Mel Brooks’ Frankenstei 
Monster affixes properly pained 
expression to his monstrous mug 
while sitting still for this largely unin- 
spired bit of eerie exploitation. 


SHARKING 
TRUTHS 


As anyone in even casual contact with 
newspapers and magazines can 
confirm, the famed JAWS shark 


countless pitches fora wide variety of 
products and services having little or 
nothing to do with sharks. This 
particular ad, appearing in the NEW 
YORK POST, is for Evelyn Wood 
Reading Dynamics, a speed-reading 


school, and boasts that Evelyn Wood 
grads can read JAWS in 41 minutes, or 
several hours less than it took author 
Peter Benchley to write it. Meanwhile, 
the heavily financed "JAWSmania" 


promo continues to keep happily 
terrified consumers “thinking shark." 


choreographed by Adolph Holm to a 
‘score commissioned from John Alden 
Carpenter. The celebrated cartoon 
character, it may be remembered, was 
an eternal optimist of indeterminate 
sex in unrequited love with a sadistic, 
brick-hurling mouse named Ignatz 
Herriman's frequently satiric strip re- 
mains one of the most imaginative 
ever to appear in the да! 


portrait has been turning up of late in { 


TMT EDITOR MAKES · 
ACTING DEBUT . 


TMT Editor Joe Kane turned in a rare 
acling stint as an existential 
kleptomaniac in the September, 1975 
issue of APPLE PIE, the All-American 
Humor Magazine, with backgrounds 
sketched by famed comics illustrator 
Neal Adams. On another nepotistic 
mote, let us add that the strip was 
conceived and written by frequent 
TMT contributor Dean Latimer, a man 
with a wit as big as all outdoors, if not 


The August Sth edition of the LOS 
ANGELES TIMES carried the follow- 
ing heartwarming item: A pair of 
California fright film fanatics, Keith 
Alan Reber, 20, of San Jose, and 
Katherine Louise Engel, 19, of Garden 
Grove, celebrated their recent mar- 
raige by dressing up as the Franken- 


Ever try to devise an all-monster base- 
ball team? Neither have we, but NEW 
YORK POST sportswriter Henry 
Hecht, stuck at a dull game in the 
almost empty environs of San Fran- 
cisco's Candlestick Park, did—and 
this is what he wrote: 

“А Friday night in Candlestick, cold 
end windy. Thé bullpen catchers 
worked in parkas as 4000 people sat in 
58,000 red and orange seats. The fog 
started rolling in, waves' of it, eerie, 
thick white puffs that made you 
wonder wher. Vincent Price was finally 
going to be announced as the next 
batter. The game wasn't moving very 
fast, either. Was there a better time to 
decide on an All-Monster team? 

“PITCHER: Bela Lugosi. That 
motion could easily distract the Bat 


SINISTER 


a heart to match. Incidentally, our 
esteemed Editor will soon be making 
his Off-Off Broadway debut. CLOSING 
TIME, a short comedy about his 
favorite subject, the end of the world, 
will be one of a series of one-act plays 
of a surreal bent set in the Bermuda 
Triangle. Other writers involved in the 
project include TMT contributor Mark 
Jacobson and APPLE PIE Editor Rex 
Weiner. 


stein Monster and his Bride. The 
marriage rite was performed by 
Superior Court Commissioner Robert 
B. Axel during a tour of Universal 
Studios. Such diabolical dedication to 
Monstermoviedom should not, we 
feel, до unsaluted. 


SPORTS 


People. CATCHER: Lon Chaney Sr. 
The Hunchback of Notre Dame would 
hardly have to squat. FIRST BASE: 
King Kong, the Big Stretch. SECOND 
BASE: Henry Hull, The Werewolf of 
London. SHORTSTOP: Peter Lorre. 
THIRD BASE: Lon Chaney Jr. LEFT- 
FIELD: James Amess, The Thing. 
CENTERFIELD: Vincent Price. 
RIGHTFIELD: Boris Karloff. 

"DIRECTOR OF PLAYER PERSON- 
NEL: Robert Armstrong, the scout 
who signed King Kong. GROUND 
CREW: The Mole People. MANAGER: 
Dr. Frankenstein. RELIEF РИСНЕ 
Godzilla, the old fireman. DH 
PLATOON: Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. 
PINCHRUNNER: Claude Rains, The 
Invisible Man. GROUPIE: Fay Wray, 
an old friend of the first baseman.” 
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‘our way of getting the latest 
hot-off-the-weird-wire info to you, 
serving up all the news of what's 
cookin’ in every medium, from the 
rare to the half-baked to the well- 
done: - reviews, previews, bulletins 
and controversial comments on 
horror, sci-fi and fantasy happenings 
in films, books, comics, TV and even 
real lile. We have spared no costs, 
time or tender egos in bringing you 
this expanded edition of our beloved 
Teletype page, so feel free to send us. 
letters full of lavish praise for our 
selfless efforts to keep you "in-the- 
*now." Handling Fright Film Fore- 
casting chores is “Breezy Bill” Feret 
who kicks off this feature with hi 
column- which begins directly be- 
low 


B... news, fright film fanatics— 


we seem to be smack in the middle of 
а rebirth of Monstermania. Never has 
the horror horizon been studded with 
so many luminary epics about to go 
into production. This latest creature 
craze may rival the greatest monster 
cycles we've yet been treated to 


While not a super blockbuster, 
Amicus THE LAND THAT TIME 
FORGOT seems to have been suc- 
cessful enough to generate coni 
dence in launching a Burroughs Ren- 
aissance. Shooting begins shortly at 
Pinewood on Edgar Rice Burroughs" 
superlative masterpiece of inner- 
world wonders, AT THE EARTH'S 
CORE—replete with Mahars, cave- 
men, sea serpents, and all the 
prehistoric splendors of inner-earth 
Pellucidar. Keep your fingers crossed 
—if the film proves a success, there'll 

_ bea half-dozen sequels waiting in the 
wings, not to mention the remaining 
two parts of THE LAND THAT TIME 
FORGOT. It’s incredible to think 
upon, but can all this possibly lead up 
to an eventual filming of Burroughs" 
MARTIAN TRILOGY? And, 1 thought 
Vd never live to see the world really 
appreciate ERB's genius, outside of 
TARZAN at least. 

if that's not enough to satiate the 
most voracious of horror addicts" 
appelites, a new production company 
called "Sword and Sorcery Produc- 
tions” has been formed by ex-Amicus 
producer Max J. Rosenberg. And first 
оп their docket is not опе, not two, 
but three films—budgeted at 57 
million—based on Lin Carter's 
contemporary hero, THONGOR. First 
tilm lensed will be THONGOR IN THE 
VALLEY OF THE DEMONS, followed 
by THONGOR IN THE CITY OF SOR- 
CERERS and THAR, SON OF 
THONGOR (the lastmentioned not 
even published in book form yet) 
Rosenberg also owns rights to Marvel. 
Comics’ THE INCREDIBLE HULK and 
SPIDERMAN, with productions set 
for both. Veteran British mystery 
writer Brian Clemens will script the 
latter. Keep'em coming, Max! 

Meanwhile, back at Pinewood, 
Tyburn Productions has Dennis 
Wheately’s malevolent classic THE 
SATANIST rolling before the cam- 
eras. Stellar cast is headed by Trevor 
Howard, Peter Cushing, possibly 
Orson Welles, and, as the femme 
lead, none other than super-slinky 


songstress Shirley Bassey. Can't wait 
to see seductive Shirley on the 
screen 

Toho Productions has a wide- 


destroy mankind due 
ESPY, the flick w 
ous s 

Don't relax, I'm just gettin: 

Shooting is already under way in 
Madrid on the sequel to Harryhau- 
Sers last animation epic, THE 
GOLDEN VOYAGE OF SINBAD. The 
latest entry, SINBAD AND THE EYE 
OF THE TIGER, stars Patrick Wayne 
(son of John), Taryn Power (daughter 
of Tyrone) and Jane Seymour. late of 
LIVE AND LET DIE. As usual, the рис 
will be lensed in Harryhausen's Dyna- 
mation process 

An. Australian producer named 
Terry Bourke is peddling a story 


called FAREWELL, MOSES—about а 
crocodile crawling amok in Aussie- 
land—as well as a completed horror 
film called INN OF THE DAMNED. 

There's also a planned filming of 
Robert Merle's MALEVIL, an excellent 
novel of post-nuclear holocaust survi- 
val. French star Michel Piccoli stars 
as one of several survivors who begin 
civilization anew. 

Columbia sends word that JAWS 
director Steven Spielberg's next 
project will be CLOSE ENCOUNTER 
OF THE THIRD KIND, a sci-fi film 
written by Spielberg. Production is 
slated to start this fall. 


Barbara Steele, the First Lady of 
the Fright Film, will play a Venetian 
alchemist in Federico Fellini's CASA- 
NOVA 

Irwin Allen's next project will be 
(what else?) THE DAY THE WORLD 
ENDED. The film, based on the поче! 
by Gordon Thomas and Max Morgan. 
Witts, is being scripted by Nelson 
Giddings. Film will dramatize the 
eruption of Mt. Pelee, a disaster that 
claimed 64,000 lives. 

Douglas Trumbull, special effects 


ace of 2001 and writer-director of 
SILENT RUNNING, has been signed 
to direct HERO'S JOURNEY, a futur- 
istic fantasy scripted by Sterling 


In what has to rank as one of the most 
bizarre and puzzling real-life space 
capers ever to unfold in wire service 
prose, some 20 citizens of Waldport, 
‘Oregon (pop. 800) fled their respective 
hearths and homes to follow a mid- 
die-aged couple who promised them a 


UFO flight to a "real heavenly 
kingdom" in те skies. The couple, 
identified only as HIM and HER, 
made that promise in the course of a 
public assembly at Waldport's Bay- 
shore Inn this September 14th 
past—and days later the Waldport 20 
were reported missing. A letter post- 
marked Fruita, Colorado, from one of 
the group claimed that they were at a 
“training camp" in the Rocky Moun- 
tains. HIM and HER appeared next at 
a Denver YMCA; following this 
meeting, another 20 people turned ир 
missing. The people, whose precise 
present whereabouts remain un- 
known, are presumably preparing for 
their flight into space. Keep tuned to 
THE MONSTER TIMES as further 
facts accumulate in this strange true- 
lite adventure. 


Silliphant. 
early 76. 

Charles Griffith, Roger Corman's 
favorite screenwriter and the author of 
over thirty films, has been signed to 
develop an original screenplay with 
the working title of CYBERNIA for 
New World Pictures. Set at the end of 
the 2151 century, CYBERNIA will 
dramatize a futuristic power struggle. 


Production will begin. in 


TELE-FANTASY CONVENTION 


On August 1st through 3rd, New 
York City's first TELE-FANTASY 
CONVENTION was held at the Hotel 
Commodore. Present were such 
distinguished guests as actress Noel 
Neill (Lois Lane of the SUPERMAN 


TV show), former horror show host 
пп Zacherly, master special effects. 
artist Jim Danforth, producer! direc 
tor of the OUTER LIMITS Joseph 
Stefano, make-up expert Bill Tuttle, 
and actor Whit Bissell. These 
‘wonderful people were backed up by 
а number of astounding films, 


including: HOUSE OF DARK SHAD- 
OWS, ANDROMEDA STRAIN, THE 
TIME MACHINE, THX-1138, WHEN 


DINOSAURS RULED THE EARTH, 
and others. There were panel 
discussions, interviews, slide shows, 
and two dealers rooms—more than 
enough to boggle the mind of any 
rue sciencefiction fan. There were 
auctions and displays (among them 
Gne of the ion blasters from 
FORBIDDEN PLANET, 2 phaser and 
а communicator from STAR TREK, 
‘and paintings by Jim Danforth), and 
even а costume parade wherein 
nobody lost because all entries were. 
paid for trying! 

THE MONSTER TIMES was well 
fepresented by horror scholars Тот. 
Rogers, Gary бега, and Doug 
Muray (one of the guys who 
Organized the entertainment), and 
other famous entities were present in 
abundance. There were panel discus- 
Sions on STAR TREK, science-fiction 
films of the 19805, special effects, 
and THE ADVENTURES OF SUPER- 
МАК--а! given by experts in their 
field. Unfortunately, because of the 
incredibly hot weather and the 
tardiness of the television news 
media, this phantasmagoria of 
Wonderful events did not prove 
Tinancially successful. Thus, there 
Will not be а second version of 
TELE-FANTASY in 1976. Gary 
Berman and Adam Malin, assisted by 
Doug Murray and Allan Asherman, 
did a great job, but the fates were 
against them. Although there won't 
be another TELE-FANTASY CON, we 
have many fond memories of the Hirst 
and only one. 

—Jason Thomas 
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the object of which is total control 
over a malfunctioning central .com- 
puter that governs the United States. 

‘Set for near-future release is THE 
MONSTER OF SUGAR SWAMP, а 
Sun-International production filmed 
in Waycross, Georgia. 

20th Century-Fox reports that 
veteran fright film producer William 
Castle recently signed an exclusive 
long-term releasing deal wilh that 
company. First on the agenda will be 
a suspenser entitled NOISE, based on 
the novel, THE DARK DESCENDS, by 
Diana Ramsey, with a script by Gillian 
Freeman. Flick is set in Greenwich 
Village and will feature ап as yet un- 
disclosed audience-participation gim- 
mick, long a trademark of Castle's 
films. 

Bryanston Pictures w 
Frank Herbert's cult classic, DUNE 
The sand saga will have special 
effects by Dan O'Bannon, who als: 
did the script and effects for DARK 
STAR: O'Bannon also has a script in 


\ at last film 


the works with the intriguing title of 
THEY BITE. 

Regardless of what you've heard, 
they are not making a musical version 
ог JAWS called DANCING IN THE 
SHARK; they are, however, making а 


sequel called JAWS Il. 
hard on its heels, or fins if you like, 
are imitators galore, including MAKO 
—THE JAWS OF DEATH, CRIMSON 
BLOOD (about trained killer sharks), 


And riding 


DOLPHIN ISLAND (based on an 
Arthur С. Clarke work), CLAWS 
(about a rampaging bear in Yellow- 
stone National Park), PIRANHA (con- 
cerning a deranged aquarium owner 
who puts the little buggers into 
swimming pools) and ALLIGATOR. 


CON-CALENDAR 


THE CON-CALENDAR is an exclusive feature of TMT. Across the 
country, comic nuts, sf fans, monster freaks and the like are 
constantly gathering to buy, sell, trade, collect and listen to 
‘speeches. 


1t you've never been to a “con,” we 
‘They vary in size, emphasis, 
to attend. We at TMT will do our part by keeping you informed of, ail 


border on the insane, but the people are friendly and there's always а 
‘good chance you'll pick up some rare item for your collection. And 
they're great places to meet people—famous, infamous and plain 
unknown. 


highly recommend you try one. 
;, and quality, of course, but they're all fun 


. As with most gatherings of fans, the conventions often upcoming cons.. 
DATE CONVENTION LOCATION PRICE Г FEATURES J 
AMERICANA HOTEL = Door Prizes, Auctions. 
CE MIAMICONT Miami, Fla. per day imate Star Trek & Comic 
оси. | Movies movies, movies | HOTEL COMMODORE Movie Memorabilia, ms, 
ica FILM FANS СОН. New York City ELI ен ии 
31.00 
COMICS AT HOTEL McALPIN Prizes. 
679 THE McALPIN эй SL & Broadway SIRO Comics, бира, 
lew York City HY-8/6 9354. Nostalgia 
+- 
56 
сомс соммооове нота. | To: GayBerman err 
CONVENTION dw York ly E. Peck A ааа сне 
ork Ci . Peck Ave. eu 
Y ЗАА Parade, Flim 8 Cartoon Festival 
comic 800K STATLER HILTON HOTEL $1.00 идат, 
{Вау State Room ког. кын. 
COLLECTORS Park Square Са! (Brockton) {> ЕНА 
Gu „Ра Square ! Brock Movie tems, Ete 
н — comic books, 
Десен [ore ies тва pulps, toys, 
‘Waltham, Mass. 02154 movies, auctions 
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MGM seems to have very high 
hopes for their forthcoming futuristic 
epic, LOGAN'S RUN. Special effects 
are touted to be of 2001 quality. The 
action takes place in the 23rd century, 
and the film stars Michael York, 
William Devane, Peter Ustinov, Jenny 
Адицег and Farrah Fawcett-Majors. 
The lastmentioned is the real-life wife 
of the SIX MILLION DOLLAR MAN 


Warner Bros. plans a lensing of the 
Wilkie Collins suspense classic, THE 
MOONSTONE, 


DEATH UNDER THE SUN will be 
the sequel to last season's super 
success, MURDER ON THE ORIENT 
EXPRESS, with (hopefully) Albert 
Finney repeating as Hercule Poirot, 

Nicholas Meyer's Sherlock Holmes 
satire, THE SEVEN PER CENT SOLU- 
TION, is currently before the cameras 


ШРЕК 
VAL 


Trek Talk will be a regular feature of 
the TMT Teletype раде, bringing you 
ihe'latest news from the world of 
STAR TREK and current events in the 
тез. о! һе people who brought you 
ihat undying sci-fi series. Aiding and 
abetting us in this quest for 
intergalactic info will be (among 
others) Bjo Trimble and Margaret A. 
Basta, both of whom publish Star 
Trek newsletters for the education 
and edification of Trekkies ‘round the 
globe. 


The upcoming Starcon 4 promises 
to bea gala one. The convention, held. 
annually in the fair city of Detroit, will 
тип from October 30th through 
November 2nd and will feature a 
diverse array of guest celebrities, film 
showings and contests. From STAR 
TREK. Bill Shatner, Deforest Kelley 
and George Takei will be in 
attendance, as will Marvel artist Neal 
Adams. Other guests will be 
announced as soon as written 
confirmation is received 

The con, being held at the Detroit 
Heritage Hotel, will have three— 
count'em, three—separate screening 
rooms where more than 50 films will 
be shown, including COUNT DRACU- 
LA, COUNT YORGA—VAMPIRE, 
HORROR OF DRACULA, SEVENTH 
VOYAGE OF SINBAD and. MYSTERI- 
OUS ISLAND. Several STAR TREK 
episodes will also be screened 

Starcon 4 will also feature a mas- 
querade contest (with cash prizes for 
the winners), an art show, dealers 
room and a full-sized mock-up of the 
Galileo Seven. For more info about 
this really big show, write STAR 
CON. Р.О. Box 68, Detroit, Michigan 
48223. 

And speaking of cons, occasional 
TMT contributor Gary J. Levinson 
organized a one-day STAR TREK And 
FLASH GORDON Film Festival а! а 
Howard Johnson's in North Miami 
Florida this past October 5th. Gary 
screened three ST episodes, includ- 


in London and Vienna. impressive 
cast includes Nicol Williamson as 
Holmes, Alan Arkin as Sigmund 
Freud, plus Laurence Olivier, Vanessa 
Redgrave, Samantha Eagar and Joel 
Grey 

The sequel to RETURN OF THE 
PINK PANTHER is already underway, 
with Peter Sellers again starring as 
Clouseau, who, in this one, meets 
James Bond, The Abominable Or. 
Phibes and Fu Manchu! 

On the video screen, SPACE: 1999 
looms as the smash hit of the season 
In other tube news, we can look 
forward to a two-hour fantasy special 
called BAGDAD, based on characters 
from THE ARABIAN NIGHTS. Mean- 
while, Ray Stark is readying for 
theatrical release an epic entitled 
1006 NIGHTS, based on the Schehere- 
zade fable 


ing Space Seed, and the Flash 
Gordon feature MARS ATTACKS THE 
WORLD, which competed with a busy 
dealers room for fans’ attention. A 
good time. according to Gary, was 
had by all 


In other STAR TREK-related hap- 
penings, it's good to see Bill Shatner 
back in a regular teleseries, even if it's. 
in a saddle rather than a starship. On 
the new ABC-TV series BARBARY 
COAST, Bill plays undercover agent 
Jeff Cable. on a mission for the 
Governor of California to gather 
information about those responsible 
for illegal activities along the Barbary 
Coast Set in the 18705 the series 
also stars Doug McClure as Cash 
Conover, owner-operator ofine 
Golden Gate Casino and Bill's unlike- 
ly partner 

A recently opened New York City 
health spa is calling itself SPA-TREK. 

Ballantine Books recently pub- 
lished STAR TREK BLUEPRINTS, a 
complete set of 12 authentic blue- 
prints of the Starship Enterprise 
measuring 9" x0". According t 
Ballantine, their initial printing of the. 
blueprints— some 50,000 sets—com- 
pleteiy sold out. In ali, Ballantine has 


page 25 


SUPER SALES CENTER | 


— 


Rock star David Bowie stars as THE 
MAN WHO FELL TO EARTH. 

Truman Capote will star as actor 
not author in Ray Stark's tongue-in 
cheek MURDER BY DEATH, written 
by Neil Simon 

Lastly, in the Money Makes the 
World Go ‘Round Dept., it seems that 
everybady wants to do the remake of 
KING KONG. ай at the same time 
Universal is suing RKO, who is suing 
Dino De Laurentis, who's suing 


PRS-SIAR TREK COL- 
LOR SMLS iow osi 
SS dilereni stars grek 
ia im ооа ЕГ 
Сон iste 
only $4.50 не id 


Universal, or something like that. It 
may be a long time before it's all 
straightened out, so don't hold your 
breath. But it will be coming sooner 
or later. Long Live the King! 


з P94—COLOR TRANS- РШ СОГОН in the trans- 
PORTER ROOM "Те porter room. A тш! 
entra роба crew їп Bnly$3.00 


PS3—COLOR ENTER. prise firing 
PRISE... Exciting full А beauty. 
Color poster of the Enter 


TI 
released 250,000 sets, which sell for 
S5 per set. The blueprints were 
conceived and executed by a West 
Coast engineer. Franz Joseph 
Schnaubelt, who worked оп the 
originals of the blueprints based оп 
ай previously available STAR TREK 
information, including books. sketch: 
es. photographs and conversations 
with Gene Roddenberry. Schnaubelt. 
who credits his super-Trekkie daugh- 
ter with providing the inspiration for 
the project. then expanded these to 
his own specifications and produced 
a limited edition of 500 sets of blue- 
prints. These eventually found their 
way to a West Coast STAR TREK con 
where they sold out al six bucks a set, 
According to Ballantine. one of the 
last of these sets sold for almost $100 
at a sci-fi con auction, Ballantine's 
science fiction editor, Judy-Lynn del 
Rey. acquired rights to Schnaubelt’s 
blueprints during a visit to Paramount 
Studios, The rest. as they say. is 
history. 

We hate (о end this column on a 
sad note, but we recently learned of 
the death of sci-fi writer James Blish. 
Blish, 54. was the author of the STAR 
TREK paperback series 


international 


STAR TREK 


convention 


1975 


1975 STAR TREK CON- 
VENTION BOOK Sou: 
Intemational” Star Trak 
отот in New York. 
Exquisite Full Color 
Cover and loaded with 


YOU CAN CREATE YOUR 


NOW! OWN MONSTER MOVIES! 


‘ANNOUNCING the greatest monster game ever created 
"Creature Features". and it's now available to the readers 


KEEP ON TALKIN’ 
New York City area STAR 
TREK fans are hereby 
alerted to a fascinating radio 
show, STAR TREK RE- 
VIEW, aired every Tuesday 
morning at 1:30 ат. on 
WHBLFM, 103.9 on your 
FM dial. The show is hosted 
by noted sci-fi scholar Allen | 
Asherman (an occasional 
contributor to TMT) and his 
со-етсее, a 

maven known only 

Allen and Casey, occasional 
ly in the company of guests, 
diseuss any and all topics 
related to STAR TREK, the 
Weird and the Supernatural. 
Lovers of the late, great 
STAR TREK series won't 
want to miss a single 
installment of this scintilla 
ting show 


‘You handie the роу 


Д vos win anaras finan Inside CREATURE FEATURES is 


{he following gallery of honor 


SS M 


Enjoy many hours of fun and excitement with this game of screen 
Serama at you produce, direct, and win lame and fortune for such 
‘pic of the shiver cinema as GODZILLA, DA. PHIBES, KING KONG, 
DRACULA HAS RISEN FROM THE GRAVE, WILLARD, THE WOLF 
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We at TMT have received, over the 
years, more than a few reader re- 
quests for an interview with John 
Carradine. An elusive sort, Long 
John was finally tracked down in 
Florida by TMT correspondent 
Gary J. Levinson on the set of 
DEATH CORPS, a new fright film 
in which, coincidentally enough, 
both were appearing. John, 
whose cinematic career spans 
five decades, has appeared in 
some of the best, and many of 
the worse, films ever made. Не 
comments on these and other 
eerie matters in the course of the. 
following conversation... 


J... Carradine came to Florida 
recently to co-star with Peter 
Cushing in a new horror film 
entitled DEATH CORPS. The 
movie, filmed entirely on location 
in some of Florida's slimiest 
swamps, concerns an army of 
super-zombies created by Nazis. 
But the creatures turn out so 
incredibly horrible, and uncon- 
trollable, that, instead of using 
them in combat, the Nazis sank 
them to the bottom of the ocean. 
There they lie for years, dormant, 
until, for some reason, they rise 
from the sea to do the one thing 
they are really good at: Kill. 
Peter Cushing plays the Nazi, 
one Scar by name, and he de- 
scribes the Death Corps in the 
course of the fil le created 
the perfect soldier from cheap 
hoodiums and thugs, with a good 
number of pathological murder- 
ers and sadists as well. We called 
them the DEATH CORPS...crea- 
tures more horrible than any you 
can imagine, not dead, not 
but somewhere in between 


1 was fortunate enough to be 
cast in the film (my first movie 
role) as one of the DEATH CORPS 
(the ugly bald one). When | 
informed the filmmakers that | 
was also a Monster Times report- 
er, they were happy to arrange the 
following 
Carradine. 

ТМТ: Mr. Carradine, I've heard 
that you don't like to be called a 
horror star. 

Carradine: Well, I'm not really 
a horror star. ме done 450 
features, and maybe a couple 
dozen of them were what you'd 
call horror films. 

TMT: But your public remem- 
bers you for horror films. You 
seem to be particularly adept at 
horror. 

Carradine: I'm really a theatri- 
cal actor, trained in theater, 
Shakespeare and so forth. | 
haven't specialized їп horror 
films. 

TMT: Well, do you dislike 
working in the genre? 

Carradine: Not really, if it's a 
dislike the term “hor- 
when it is inaccurately 
used to describe my career. | take 
what I'm offered. I have to work. | 
want to keep busy. Та why I'm 
always on the go, one after 
another. 

TMT: Let’s go back alittle. Can 
you tell me anything about 
BLACK SLEEP? 

Carradine: That was with Basil 
Rathbone and Bela Lugosi. Poor 
Bela, he was nearly dead when 
we were doing that one, dope and 
alcohol, all to ease his pain, so 
he could go on working...very sad 
situation. 

TMT: It was a good film. 

Carradine: Wasn't much. 

TMT: Tor Johnson was great in 


it. 
Carradine: Yeah, the wrestler. 
TMT: He was The Swedish 


interview with John 


Angel when he wrestled. He died 
recently. 

Carradine: He was a gentle 
fellow too, very quiet. 

TMT: He made a career out of 
playing giant morons. 

Carradine: Well, | don't think 
he could do many other parts. 

ТМТ: After years of waiting, 1 
finally managed to catch a film of 
yours called ASTRO ZOMBIES. 
Do you remember that one? 

Carradine: Awful. 

TMT: But it was a lot better 
than HORROR OF THE BLOOD 
MONSTERS. 

Carradine: Terrible, awful 
films. You've seen all my bad 
ones, haven't vou? I've done a lot 


Long John shares thoughtful moment with mad doctor Bela Lugosi 
Monogram's RETURN OF THE APEMAN (1944), a film from Carradine's earlier, if not necessarily better, 
days. 


TMT: But you 
in them. You always make them 
worth seeing. 

Carradine: I've done my share 
of them, my share of garbage, 
тоге than my share. 

TMT: You still do a lot of 


полог, a lot of low-budget horror 


flicks. 

Carradine: They keep offering 
them to me. | do other things too. 
Ive done maybe half a dozen 


_ great ones in my time. 


TMT: HOUSE OF FRANKEN- 
STEIN? 

Carradine: That wasn't great. 
GRAPES OF WRATH was one of 
them. 


Long John appears 
alternately displeased 
(left) and taken aback (above) 
by TMT reporter's penetrating 
queries. The highly capable 
‘Thespian expresses understand- 
able sorrow over the roles he 
essayed in such low-grade fright 
efforts as BILLY THE KID VS. 
DRACULA (1965) and HORROR 
OF THE BLOOD MONSTERS 
(1970). Let's hope the talented 
Long John fares better in 
future flicks. 


TMT: What do you think of 
Капон? 

Carradine: He маза fine actor. 

TMT: Were you really offered 
the role of the creature in 
FRANKENSTEIN? 

Carradine: | was. | turned it 
down. They wanted me in pounds 
of makeup, no dialogue. | 
wouldn't touch it. 

TMT: But it made Karloff's 
career, made him a star. Do you 
regretnot taking it? 

Carradine: Never regretted it, 
never. Karloff didn't say it in 
public, but he bitterly resented 
being typed the way he was 
throughout his career. 

TMT: A few years ago, there 


apeman George Zucco in scene from 


was some publicity about a defin- 
itive DRACULA film that was 
supposed to be made. 

Carradine: A company called 
Pentagram Pictures wrote to me 
about it. | said | was interested, 
but nothing ever came of it. 

TMT: Christopher Lee made a 
supposedly definitive film о! 
DRACULA, but it got almost no 
release... 

Carradine: (Laughs) Like some 
of my films. 

TMT: 450 films. That's incredi- 
ble. How did you get to do all 
those films? 

Carradine: Well, 1 was never а 
star. I was the co-star, or featured. 

TMT: But you've done some 
fabulous work in films. 


Carradine: Well, you know 
what they say, "The stars get (пе 
people into the theater, and then 
же (co-stars) keep them there." 

TMT: What do you think of 
DEATH CORPS? 

Carradine: Could be а good 
опе. better than many that I've 
done lately. 

TMT: How about your part? 

Carradine: I'm the old man, the 
one who owns the boat. 

TMT: You get killed by the 
zombies, like the rest of the cast. 

Carradine: I'm used to dying in 
pictures. 

TMT: You know, I’m one of the 
zombies. | was really hoping to 
kill you. That would have been it 


forme. 
Carradine: (Laughs) But ту 
death is unseen. | just float 


ashore. Nearly drowned doing it, 
too. | was wondering about your 
shaved head. 

TMT: They wanted me to look 
different. 

Carradine: (Laughs) David did 
the same thing for his show (Son 
David Carradine in KUNG FU). 

TMT: It seems like the whole 
Carradine family is in the movies. 

Carradine: Well, most of them. 
Damn tough business, but there's 
worse ways to make a buck. 

TMT: | can't imagine a more 
fascinating way to make a living 
than in films. 

Carradine: It's an interesting- 
business. 

Unfortunately, at this point, 
Carradine was called to shoot а 
scene, and our conversation 
came to an abrupt end. 

TMT: | want to thank you for 
the time. You're a fabulous actor. 
1 hope to see you in another 450 
pictures, ай of them horror. O 
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HORROR 
THEME 


FOR THE 


TAPING 


Don Fellman, member in good 
standing of the TMT Horror Home 
Hobby staff, introduces а nefar- 
ious new pastime for fright film 
fanciers and monster music 
or Theme Taping. 
lities of this reward- 
ing pursuit are virtually limitless, 
as Mr. Fellman points out in the 
following... 


Козы — 
aware of it, there is a rather 
interesting underground activity 
in Horror Fandom. The hipper 
variety horror fan has discovered 
the diverse and colorful world of 
Fantasy Film Music and, further- 
more; that an untapped gold 
mine of it is there, for the taping, 
right in his or her own living 
room. 

MUSIC BY TELEVISION 
A non-stop supply of fabulous 
film-musie is sent through the 
airwaves, daily, by local TV 
stations, during broadeasts of 
their horror movies. Secretly, 
young enthusiasts stand with 
tape recorders at the ready and 
big. sneaky facial grins of 
devilish pride and emphatic 
eagerness, as they await The 
Moment. 

At a given signal (one the 
experienced taper knows) а 
finger, held steadfastly on the 
starter button till the precise 
second, sets the machine in 
motion. One miraculous electro- 
nie device—a television receiver 
—used in.connection with ano- 
ther—a tape recorder—have, 
with the aid of one conscientious 


horror fan, succeeded in captur- 
ing a valuable bit of audio 
horrorabilia for many тоге 


listenings to come. 


HOW TO DO IT 

For the benefit. of possible 
newcomers to this horror hobby, 
I will herewith outline some of 
the Базе rules, allowing them to 
enter the game on the level of the 
pros and start right off obtaining 
maximum enjoyment from the 
outset. 

To do the taping, almost any 
recording device will do. Best 
would be a small reel-to-reel (for 
easy access to the tape) deal, 
with above-average musical-cap 
iuring abilities (if you can find 
such à thing in trying times like 
these). Set your mike very close 
to the speaker and keep TV at 


Bela Lugosi shields visage from camera 
and graveyard grass reveals wooden floor 
beneath in a scene from Edward D. 
Wood's infamous PLAN 9 FROM OUTER 
SPACE, a rarity long absent from New York 
TV stations and a sad bow-out for Bela, 
who made his final screen appearance (a 
brief stalk-on role) in the film. 


natural volume (this minimizes 
“speaker hum”). 


NOISE ELIMINATION 

To give your tapes a professional 
sound, eliminate ‘clicks’ (from 
starting & stopping) by holding 
tape below the tape heads, 
loosely, in two fingers; turn on 
recorder with other hand and 
guide tape up into the track. A 
little practice and you'll master 
this technique. 

TIMING IS IMPORTANT 
Stations. usually have special 
slots for their horror movies, 
which have "theme" of their 
vn. Familiarize yourself with 
this and the point at which it is 
usually stopped and the film's 
theme started. This will give you 
a handy signal and also enable 


INCREDIBLE НИ 


rd 


re 


you to avoid taping the pro- 
gram's theme every time, which 
can get very annoying оп 
replayings of the tape. 

WHERE TO START? 

Obviously, the first question the 
fledgling Horror Theme Collee- 
tor is faced with is that of where 
to begin in this vast wilderness of 
monstrous musie. By year? By 


composer? By specifie musical, 


mode (ie, all space movie 
themes, all prehistorie films, 
ete)? By series (all Franken- 
steins, all Lagoon Creature 
entries)? 

Variety being essential to good 
listening, such "concept" tapes 
are to be avoided. Rather, you 


The Wolfman (Lon Chaney Jr.) wraps ~ 


vengeful paw about The Creature (Don 
‘Megowan) upon discovering that the 

latter stole his theme music. In addition. 

to surfacing in REVENGE OF THE CREA- 
TURE, THE WOLFMAN theme also showed 
up in the likes of DRACULA VS. FRANK- 
ENSTEIN and even KING KONG VS. 
GODZILLA. 


A fan at heart, 
Hugo surprises 
Igor with а 
taste of 
classical 


will find it best simply to tape 
most every monster-related 
theme as it comes your way, 
letting the Tana Leaves of 
Chance fall where they may. This 
is both the easiest way and the 


one that will prove most 
rewarding. 
ALTERNATE... 


straight horror with horror 
/comedy; record closing themes 
separately, lest you find it 
difficult, in listening, to tell 
here theme leaves off and 
"closer" picks up. 


DUPLICATIONS 

It is at this point that you are 
hereby warned against duplicate 
themes. Studios, to save $, have 
often used the same themes over 
for several different films. In 
most cases, the latter versions 
enjoy subtle differences, which 
we'll go into a bit later; but in 
some rare instances, the original 
music is “duped.” The theme of 
the film KRONOS, for example, 


The Monster Times 


was duped for TEENAGE 
ZOMBIES and even the 1955 film 
GODZILLA'S COUNTER- 
ATTACK when it was later 
released in the U.S. as GIGAN- 
TIS, THE FIRE MONSTER! 

"Duped" themes are merely 
low-quality copies and to be 
avoided if the originals are 
available. Similar instances: the 
second half of the theme to 
FIEND THAT WALKED THE 
WEST is a (quality) dupe of that 
of THE DAY THE EARTH 
STOOD STILL. 


INVASION OF THE SCORE 
SNATCHERS 

‘A portion of the score of GHOST 
OF FRANKENSTEIN was re- 
produced, note for note, in the 
Czechoslovakian film MUTINY 
IN OUTER SPACE. A distine- 
tive bit of backgrounding score 
(violins climbing the musical 
seale) originally heard in THE 
WOLFMAN, after much use in 
many universal films, "As" and 


"Bs" alike, surfaced in the U-I 
flick REVENGE OF THE CREA- 
TURE. Having become official 
"library music,” it made а 
surprise appearance in KING 
KONG VS. GODZILLA! As an 
encore, ГЇЇ tell you that it also 
appears іп DRACULA VS. 
FRANKENSTEIN! 


THE PROTOTYPE TERROR 
THEMES 

As mentioned, the Big Themes 
have been oft-used in their time. 
A condensed version of the 
leading movement from the 
classical Swan Lake was utilized, 
by Universal, as the title theme 
of DRACULA, THE MUMMY, 
MURDERS IN THE RUE 
MORGUE and MYSTERY OF 
THE BLUE ROOM. The BRIDE 
OF FRANKENSTEIN theme 
was used in BLACK DOLL and 
at the climax of THE INVISIBLE. 
RAY [parts of its score, as well 
as those of THE WEREWOLF 
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OF LONDON and THE INVIS- 
IBLE MAN, were изей as 
background music for Univer- 
sals FLASH GORDON and 
BUCK ROGERS serials]. 

All theme collectors must be 
aware of the prototype themes. 
THE WOLFMANs was re- 
charted to a faster pace and used 
as ће theme of THE MUMMY'S 
TOMB. The most spectacular 
re-charting` history on record 
(unfortunately not the vinyl 
kind) was that of Frank Skinner's 
excellent theme for SON OF 
FRANKENSTEIN. Its first use 
was, predictably, as а subtly 
slowed-down main- 


Editor is less-than-delighted to find copy- 
boy hard at loaf with theme hobby. 


MUMMY'S HAND (it sounded 
very Egyptian and was a natural 
choice)... then, at a faster 

E than normal speed, as the theme 
of HOUSE OF DRACULA. The 
composition was then reworked 
completely into a radically 
different piece of music and used 
for THE TOWER OF LONDON, 
THE MAD GHOUL and MAD 
DOCTOR OF MARKET 
STREET! A total 


of six com- 


Lon Chaney- Jr, star of Universal's 
ies, raises bandaged hand in 
after unsuccessful attempt to 

get the re-charting record straight. 

pletely unrelated  (series-wise) 

Universal features! 

Columbia's exceedingly fine 
score for RETURN OF THE 
VAMPIRE did some returning of 
its own; the theme being used i 
CRY OF THE WEREWOLF, 
portions of the score turning up 
in some of the studio's mysteries 
and, much later, both the musica 
charts and the design for Matt 
Willis’ werewolf make-up were 
lifted from the files for Sam 
(gasp) Katzman's THE WERE- 
WOLF. 


RARITIES 


Though it will be quite a while 
before you run out of available 
themes to devour, you might, 
nonetheless, try to track down 
some of the elusive rarities 
through fans in other states and 
countries, with whom you chance 
to correspond by mail. While 


for its similar-sounding portions, 
the theme of the non-horror film 
LITTLE CAESAR. Having 
heard and grown to like both 
KONG film scores, you might be 
pleased to know of similar scores 
done at RKO by Max "Kong' 
Steiner's part-time imitator at 
the studio, Roy Webb: LAST OF 
THE MOHICANS, THE LAST 
DAYS OF POMPEII and THE 
ADVENTURES OF MICHAEL 
STROGOFF, all of which, by the 
way, contain actual portions of 
the original KONG score within 
their background music. 


DIALOGUES & EXCERPTS 


New York fans, for example, 
lament the 8 or 9-year absence. 
from TV, of such films as THE 
MAD DOCTOR, RETURN OF 
THE APE and PLAN 9 FROM 
OUTER SPACE, they are, no 
doubt, running on TV stations 
elsewhere. Other ultra-rarities, 
like WHITE ZOMBIE, JUST 
IMAGINE, THE GHOUL and 
SCARED TO DEATH, which 
run at revival houses, film 
society meetings and other odd 
private screenings, are the most 
elusive of all but to some lucky 
monster fan fortunate enough to 
attend and have a small tape 
recorder along. 

opuses of either score and/or 
dialogue—especially the latter; 
such tend to get tedious on 


of 24 to 3 minutes. Not all film 


note, on paper, at what point in 
the film come the scene or scenes 
you wish to capture and thus be 


prepared when next the Jilm 
appears. 

OTHER USES 

Beyond the untold hours of 


enjoyment, obvious from the 
descriptions herein, the value of 
theme-collecting does not end 
here! With all your incidentally- 
acquired knowiedge of fear-film 
music, you are now, incidentally, 
a probable grand master at one 
of Underground Fandom's most 
celebrated and honored activities 
. <- well, have you figured it out 
ye 

Simply stated, this activity 
requires both the instant recog- 
nition of and the ability to 
simulate, vocally, and with stark 
authenticity, any horror or sci-fi 
theme in existence (or an even 
S-out-of-13, more or less 
edgewise) 


ADVANCED THEME- 
COLLECTING 

After several months of taping, 
you should have a large 
cross-section of horror music 
which includes most ull the 
prototype themes, with which 
you wil, by now, be quite 
familiar. You can now start 
adding the revised, "spin-off" 
versions. You also, in the course 
of your musical exposure, will ^ ofthe orchestra. As you can see, 
probably have developed а taste there's no limit to the possibili- 
for similar-sounding music. For ties. Eventually, if the 
example, you might, initially, hasn't caught on nationally by 
have taped the fine theme of that time, it will at least have 


this vocal sport promises to be 


contests. 
and expert fans seek to bring the 


will, 


partake of rounds of NAME 
"THAT TOMB. In some cases, 


DEVIL BAT then, a while worked its way above ground to 
later, recorded its: re-charted become chapter one of а 
brother, THE FLYING SER-  monstercon ritual The 
PENT. Now, you might goa step First Annual Horror Theme 


further and record, for example, =" Мыр! 


As a general rule, avoid long 


replayings. Try roping them off 
at a nominal, theme-length time 


sequences are easy to cateh, by 
the way, so it would be wise to 


If realized to its full potential, 


the biggest thing since rank-out 
‘As the game develops 


art to a higher plateau, teams | track to KING KONG, conducted 


no doubt, be formed to 


several team members will join 
forces to simulate different parts 


thing 


| probably wasn't even produced 
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Дао Holmes conjures up the consid- 
erable wrath of a raging Kong when 
the latter lends a listen to the former's 
sacrilegious desecration of Max Steiner's 
stirring KING KONG score. Monster 

music maven Allan Asherman unfolds 

the whole sordid story below. 


THE GREAT 
KING KONG 
SOUNDTRACK 
DISASTER 
OR 
TWAS "7 e чы 
Leroy _ IMT s Ѕргамііпс Art Department Present 
KILLED "= = 

THE BEAST 


BY 
ALLAN 
ASHERMAN 


А. any soundtrack collector 
and he'll confirm that one of his 
dreams is to walk into а record 
shop and buy a soundtrack album 
to RKO's 1933 classic film, KING 
KONG. It's special because it's a 
special film. And its composer, 
Max Steiner, was a very special 
person to film music. Back when 
movies were still being made 
with re-orchestrated classical 
musie, Steiner sat down and 
composed an original score, in 
which each character and hap- 
pening had its own individual 
theme. He set a trend that is still 
being followed today 
Actually, there was a sound- 


in an incredible, frenzied dance, 
and were ably supported by 
brass and woodwinds and wisely 
integrated drums. Well, so much 
for what could have been on this 
record. Under the stilted baton 
of LeRoy Holmes, the vastness is 
effectively swept under the 
record palyer. Although it opens 
promisingly (for all of 10 
seconds), Holmes makes the 
music sound like it was meant to 
be played on the stage of Max 
O'Hara's Golden Safari Club. 

The sacrifice of Fay Wray to 
Kong (god of special-efiects 
people everywhere) was punctu- 
ated by music powerfully de- 
scribing a huge wall, and a strong 
sense of terrible aloneness and 
terror. But not on this record, 
folks! LeRoy Holmes gives us 
comical xylophones instead of 
frenzied flutes, The snaredrums 


by Steiner, but it was released 
only to radio stations on a set of 
78 RPM, dises that are worth 
their weight in gold records 
today. There was also an album 
called “Fifty Years of Movie don't make it, either..Gene 
Music" recorded in the 1950s, Krupa does not belong on Skull 
and a recent selection of KONG Island. 
music recorded in Britain by Then theres the elevated 
artist Charles Gerhardt on train. Holmes had the wisdom to 
RCA's “Now Voyager: The know that trying to play this 
Classic Film Scores of Max mucis without the hint of an 
Steiner.” elevated train effect would be 
Then came the news that there — disastrous. So he went and did it. 


would be, at long last, a genu- But he must have been very 
ine album completely devoted worried about his ability to carry 
io the background music from off this complex musical effect, 


KING KONG. I was one of the 
millions who waited breathless train music, he gets so carried 
ly. away with it that he forgets 
Out оп ће West Coast, author when to stop! 

Ray Bradbury was also waiting Now we come to the last band 
Bui he had a special stake in this of the record—the demise of 
album, because KONG was the KING KONG. Old Kong 
film that started him out on a to the top of the Empire 
Building, Fay Wray i 

ive, riddle him with 

and he falls. That's in the 
Steiner version of the 


for when he finally gives us the 


CHRONICLES, 
for MOBY DICK and innumera 
ble short stories. To repay his old 
pal KONG, Bradbury wrote the 


the sereenplay 


Max 
musie. But LeRoy Holmes sticks 
in a piano and a comical horn 


liner notes for the album. He 
ised the film, the soundtrack, 

Steiner and film music in 
general, but it is evident that his 
notes were written before he had 
a chance to listen to the album (it 


flourish that interrupts the 
strings; we do not feel as if we're 
going up that building along with 
Kong. Those snare drums are 
back again, but when there 
should be cymbals, at the very 
end of the musie, there are none; 

What all this means is that this 
is a bad job. gang. And, if misin- 


yet). And herein lies the tragedy. 
Because Mr. Bradbury would 
probably be among the first to — lerpreted by the record biggies, 
agree with the unpleasant fact it may lead to unpleasant 
that... consequences. 


z Е SR And so, in closing, I present а 
THIS ALBUM'STHE WORST! ^ written appeal to the record 
Max Steiner was a master 


The theme from BRIDE OF FRANKENSTEIN was re-used in BLACK DOLL, THE INVISIBLE 


companies. Before making deci. 
I. orchestrator. He could manipu- 
IS. late the dozens of instruments in 
an orchestra so that you could no 
longer hear them individuall 
they would be one living thing, 
singing in an unearthly, bassy 
voice. His opening theme for 
KING KONG is vast and 


ns on what's marketable and 
what isn't, please take a listen to 
the quality of the work, as well as 
the idea behind it. If you do, 
hundreds of thousands of film 
fans throughout the world may 
yet walk into a store someday 
and buy a quality rendition of the 


RAY and FLASH GORDON, while that of SON OF FRANKENSTEIN was reworked for THE 
MUMMY'S HAND, HOUSE OF DRACULA, THE MAD GHOUL and MAD DOCTOR OF 
MARKET STREET, and part of THE GHOST OF FRANKENSTEIN's score turned up in 
MUTINY IN OUTER SPACE. So who can мате Boris for looking confused? 


KING KONG background music. 
‘And, surely, we—and they— 
deserve no less. п 


sweeping; you know you're in for 
one heck of an adventure. 
Steiner's strings swirled around 
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THE MONSTER TIMES FAN FAIR is another reader service of MT. 
Care to buy, sell or trade movie stills, old ог tapes of old 
radio programs? Or maybe buy or advertise a fan-produced maga- 
Zine? An ad costs only 10 cents per word (minimum, 25 word: 

"Make all checks and money orders payable to THE MONSTER 
TIMES AND MAIL YOUR CLEARLY PRINTED OR TYPEWRITTEN 
AD ON THE COUPON BELOW TO: THE MONSTER TIMES, Box 
595, Old Chelsea Station, New York, N.Y. 10011. We reserve the 
right to refuse ads which would not be deemed appropriate to our 
publication. 

Please include your name and address in the word count. 
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